‘% PRESS RELEASE @
g U[N
D

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

Switzerland and Ghana sign MoU to take action on climate commitments

Accra, Ghana, 28 February 2020 — An MoU was signed between the Government of Ghana and the Swiss
Federal Council in Bern today to strengthen the mode of cooperation between the two countries under
Article 6 of the Paris Agreement on climate actions. The bilateral agreement will facilitate Ghana’s National
Clean Energy Access Programme (NCEP), which will enable the country to receive international financial
support to implement projects to fulfill its climate commitments.

Although discussions around Article 6 was stalled at COP25 in Madrid, Switzerland and Ghana are
responding to the need to implement enhanced climate actions, by moving ahead with an agenda to
engage in ‘cooperative approaches’, to compliment Ghana’s Nationally Determined Contributions to
address climate change.

The Minister of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation (MESTI) of Ghana, Prof. Kwabena
Frimpong-Boateng noted: “this is an important moment for the Government of Ghana. This cooperation
with Switzerland could open the door to a number of projects that will receive financial support from
Switzerland and catalyze private investment into emission reduction activities. Whether these projects
are keeping the lights on in schools through new distributed solar systems or reducing demand for fuel-
wood for cooking systems, the investments and development impacts they will bring are needed, and will
allow Ghana to achieve its national development plans”.

The MoU between Switzerland and Ghana is incredibly unique, and in fact only the second of such
dialogues taking place globally, with Peru being the first country to have one. Through a close partnership
with the Government of Ghana and institutional expertise on carbon market mechanisms, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) was able to support and facilitate the dialogue between
Switzerland and Ghana and will continue offering this support as the cooperation progresses.

Ms. Gita Welch, acting Resident Representative of UNDP in Ghana stated, “UNDP has worked hard over
the last year with our government partners in Ghana, particularly at the Ministry of Environment, Science,
Technology and Innovation and the Environmental Protection Agency, to set the parameters of what this
cooperation under Article 6 will look like. It is pleasing to see this work crystalised through the signing of
this MoU, and we look forward to the months ahead and the eventual signing of a bilateral agreement.
We will also work around the possibilities of supporting quick implementation.”

NCEP’s overall goal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by expanding energy access through distributed
energy systems to residential houses and small and medium sized businesses. The actions being discussed
under the agreement could see the installation of solar PV systems for commercial consumers, solar
lanterns, solar home systems and provision of improved cooking systems nation-wide.
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https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/12/article-6-paris-agreement-what-you-need-to-know

For media enquiry, please contact:
MESTI: Mr. Nasir Ahmad Yartey, Head, of Public Relations at: nasirahmadyartey@gmail.com, Tel: +233-244501808

UNDP: on: +233- 501323566 or email the following Communications Specialists:
praise.nutakor@undp.org /louis.nunesdacosta@undp.org

About United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the
kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in more than 170 countries and
territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build resilient nations. Kindly visit
www.gh.undp.org for further information on UNDP Ghana.
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