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Accra becomes the 23rd member
of the UNESCO World Book
Capital Network

Accra has off icial ly  taken over the 2023 World
Book Capital  of  UNESCO from Guadalajara
fol lowing the launch in Accra of  the Accra World
Book Capital  (AWBC) by the President of  the
Republic of  Ghana and the Director-General  of
UNESCO.

President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo said
winning this year ’s  t i t le  is  an acknowledgement of
the great  steps Ghana and Afr ica are taking to
develop the book and creat ive industr ies,  as wel l
as advance youth inclusion through the
transformative power of  reading.  “For us in
Ghana,  the AWBC is more than a reading
campaign.  I t ’s  an opportunity  for  government and
internat ional  partners to leverage the diverse
l inkages of  culture and education to deepen our
col lect ive act ions to make progress of  the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals”  He said.

The theme for  this year ’s  global  campaign is
“Reading to Connect Minds for  Social
Transformation” ,  h ighl ight ing the strong need to
promote books,  reading and the creat ive arts for
social  t ransformation.

Ms.Audrey Azoulay ,  UNESCO Director-General  and H.E Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo,  President  of  Ghana pose for  a
photo opportunity .  ©UNESCO/George Koranteng Danso
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The Director-General  of  UNESCO, Ms Audrey
Azoulay said the culture of  reading is  a treasure
that must be encouraged,  promoted,  and
supported at  al l  stages of  l i fe.  “The launch is  a
cal l  to act ion for  al l  the ini t iat ives that  support
l i terature ,  authors,  and reading” She noted.

As part  of  the launch,  the President read the
book “Kofi  Annan” with four students.  Present
at  the ceremony were government off ic ials ,
members of  the diplomatic community and
stakeholders in the book and publ ishing
industry.  An exhibit ion of  var ious publ icat ions
by several  publ ishers and inst i tut ions,  including
UN Ghana was mounted.

With the launch,  the city  is  exepected to hold a
broad programme that  targets marginal  groups
with high levels of  i l l i teracy including women,
youth,  migrants,  street  chi ldren and persons
with disabi l i t ies;  re inforce school  and
community infrastructure and inst i tut ional
support  for  l i fe long learning,  in  order  to foster
the culture of  reading,  whi le championing the
publ ishing sector  and other  creat ive industr ies.  
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UN Network on Migration
supports Government to act on
Global Compact for Migration
The UN Network on Migration in Ghana held a
workshop for government off icials on
“Contextual izing the Global  Compact for  Safe,
Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) in Ghana”.  

Representat ives of  key government ministr ies
and agencies,  and the UN  concluded they wi l l
start  developing a nat ional  implementat ion plan
for  the GCM; ident ify  pr ior i ty  object ives for  short
and medium-term implementat ion;  and ensure
harmonizing the var ious migrat ion-related data
management systems and data col lect ion
processes.

The workshop is part  of  the EU-UN Bui lding
Migrat ion Partnerships project ,  funded by the
European Union,  and implemented by the UN
Network in Ghana,  through IOM.

In June,  the Network held i ts  third regular
meeting of  2023.  Member agencies shared
updates on their  respective migrat ion related
interventions and discussed opportunit ies for
joint  programming.  

Dominic Afr iy ie  Agyemang,  Director  of  the Migrat ion
Unit  of  the Ministry  of  the Inter ior ,  g iv ing the opening

address at  the workshop ©IOM Ghana/Randi -Lyn Mi l ler

has identif ied as one of  the pr ior i ty  areas for
act ion to improve migrat ion governance in the
country overal l .

Meanwhi le ,  IOM Ghana Chief  of  Mission,  Fatou
Dial lo Ndiaye,  met with the Mayor of  Accra,  Hon.
El izabeth Naa Kwatsoe Tawiah Sackey to
reaff i rm the UN's commitment to support  the
Accra Metropol i tan Assembly in achieving the
GCM and to further  explore col laborat ion on
migrat ion data,  migrat ion and cl imate change,
and l ivel ihood support  to migrants.

The Ghana Stat ist ical  Service presented the
Migrat ion Thematic Report  which was released
earl ier  this year as one of  the analyt ical  reports
that  came out of  the 2021 census.  I t  was an
opportunity  to discuss how to further  engage
with one another to enhance migrat ion data
management ,  which the Government of  Ghana 

Refugees and
host members
empowered
through
livelihood
projects
The Adventist  Development and Rel ief  Agency
(ADRA) Ghana,  with funding from UNHCR,
launched a l ivel ihoods project  for  Togolese
refugees and their  host communit ies in the Volta
and Oti  regions of  Ghana in November 2021.
Ninety-six beneficiar ies were registered under
the technical  and vocational  t raining (TVET)
program to pursue different  ski l ls  t raining,
including Fashion and Design,  Cake Craft ,  ICT,
Welding,  Masonry ,  and IT.  After  the successful
complet ion of  their  programs,  al l  beneficiar ies
were provided with the necessary set-up
equipment and tools to enable them to start  their
journey to self -employment ,  empowerment ,  and
resi l ience;  cr i t ical  to enabl ing them fend for
themselves and their  famil ies ,  as wel l  as
contr ibute meaningful ly  to society.  Read more.

https://census2021.statsghana.gov.gh/subreport.php?readreport=MTQ3NzkxOTU0MS4wODQ=&Report-on-Migration
https://www.unhcr.org/gh/2023/06/15/170-refugees-and-host-community-members-empowered-through-livelihood-projects-in-the-volta-and-oti-regions/


In Apri l ,  the UN and key Government of  Ghana
agencies,  with funding from the European
Union welcomed 164 migrants who voluntari ly
returned home from Libya.  

Upon arr ival  at  the Kotoka Internat ional
Airport ,  the returnees were tested for  COVID-
19,  provided with food,  water ,  hygiene kits and
cash assistance for  their  immediate needs.
IOM continues to work with migrants,  including
these returnees,  on their  reintegrat ion process
which may involve further  economic,  social ,
and psychosocial  assistance.  Read ahead.

Reintegrating returnees is key to
UN's work in Ghana

Abdul lah,  a member of  the farming col lect ive ,
said "We started this business with only four
acres of  land.  IOM supported us with a tr icycle ,
pumping machine,  seeds,  and organic fert i l izer
training.  With dedicat ion,  we have expanded to
over 16 acres of  land.”   
 
The group,  who was supported last  year  by IOM
in partnership with BOK Afr ica Concern and with
funding from GIZ Ghana,  attr ibutes their
success largely to the trainings they received to
produce organic fert i l izer  and other  agr icultural
inputs.  The group has since trained others in
their  community to use environmental ly
conscious farming pract ices.  They have also
been able to employ six more community
members.  

IOM staff  together  with the Asubrofo farming col lect ive.
©IOM Ghana/David Darko
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Returnees f inding success 

Recently,  IOM visited communit ies across the
Western,  Bono and Bono East regions to
assess the progress of  11 community and
collective reintegration projects since their
completion last  year.  

The most successful  of  the projects under the
GIZ-funded init iat ive “Assistance to Ghanaian
Returnees and Potent ial  Migrants”  were those
where community members and their  leaders
were act ively  engaged alongside the returnees,
where women were strongly involved,  and
where enthusiasm for  the project  was evident.

Some returnees and community members had
establ ished sewing businesses,  pig ,  sheep and
agricultural  farms,  a leather  works centre ,  a
gari  factory ,  and a community water  faci l i ty ,
among other  projects ,  and are now able to
generate income and to contr ibute to the
development of  the communit ies overal l .  

In  Asubrofo,  Bono East region,  a farming
col lect ive made up of  nine community
members including six returnees from Libya,
are f inding success through sustainable
farming pract ices and inspir ing their
community.  

This commitment was made at  the maiden
Afr ica Sustainable Supply Chain Summit hosted
by the Internat ional  Chamber of  Commerce ( ICC)
in Ghana,  in  partnership with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP),  and the Afr ica
Investment Group in Accra.  The summit drew on
key information on Afr ica’s trade infrastructure
defici t  which is  est imated between 68-108
bi l l ion dol lars per  year.  Read ahead.

S t a k e h o l d e r s  c o m m i t  t o  s t r e n g t h e n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  t o  p r o m o t e  i n t r a  A f r i c a  t r a d e

C o n t .  f r o m  p g .  8

https://ghana.iom.int/news/iom-welcomes-home-164-ghanaians-libya
https://www.undp.org/ghana/press-releases/stakeholders-commit-strengthen-collaboration-promote-intra-africa-trade


Traff icking Survivors empowered with new
business ski l ls

Fol lowing the launch of  the Enhanced
Reintegrat ion Support  for  Survivors of
Traff icking (ERS) project  funded by the U.S.
Department of  State Traff icking in Persons
Off ice,  IOM partnered with German
Sparkassenstif tung to offer  two sessions of
Business Ski l ls  Trainings to survivors ,  with the
aim of creat ing sustainable success for  their
microbusinesses.  During the trainings,
beneficiar ies learned ski l ls  related to customer
service,  suppl ier  management ,  forecasting,
product pr ic ing,  budgeting,  and staff
management among others.

Fol lowing the trainings,  beneficiar ies met with
psychosocial  counsel lors and business mentors
including from the Government of  Ghana,  the
University  of  Ghana,  and pr ivate sector  partners ,
who wi l l  continue to work with the beneficiar ies,
providing expert ise and business advice.

In June,  the Human Traff icking Secretar iat  of
the Ministry  of  Gender ,  in  col laborat ion with
IOM, organized a training on fabr ic making
(batik and t ie  & dye) for  25 female survivors of
traff icking at  the Human Traff icking Secretar iat
and Trauma Informed Care Center  to equip
part ic ipants with ski l ls  to enable them earn a
l iv ing once they leave the Shelter .

Survivors of trafficking and
refugees receive business
support
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Tie & dye training for  t raff icking survivors
©IOM Ghana/Dennis Nipah

Threads of  Hope:  Refugee Sisters Redefine
Fashion and Self-Rel iance in Ghana

Joyce Henyo,  23,  is  a refugee from Togo.  She
l ives in Denu,  a town nest led in the Ketu South
Distr ict  of  the Volta Region of  Ghana.  Joyce had
a burning passion for  fashion and a deep desire
to help people look their  best.  She possessed an
innate knack for  design,  and her  heart  br immed
with creat iv i ty .  “ I  love to help people look good.
I ’ve always been interested in fashion,”  says
Joyce.

Joyce has been home for  four  years after
complet ing her  secondary education.  Despite the
chal lenges she faced as a refugee,  she never let
go of  her  dreams. In 2021,  UNHCR launched a
l ivel ihood and ski l ls  t raining project  in the Volta
Region to empower refugees and the local
communit ies.  This project  aimed to provide
opportunit ies for  self - rel iance and enhance the
l ives of  young people l ike Joyce.  She seized this
opportunity  and embarked on an apprenticeship
program, determined to chase her  biggest dream
of becoming a renowned fashion icon.  Read
more.  

Joyce Henyo,  23,  a  refugee from Togo,  behind her
sewing machine beaming ©UNHCR Ghana




https://ghana.iom.int/news/empowering-survivors-iom-launches-1-million-project-enhance-reintegration-and-economic-security-trafficking-survivors-ghana-and-nigeria
https://www.unhcr.org/africa/news/stories/threads-hope-refugee-sisters-redefine-fashion-and-self-reliance-ghana
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Following the launch of  the project
“Empowering Women in Small-Scale Cross-
Border Trade (SSCBT) Between Benin,  Ghana
and Togo”,  Government and civi l  society
partners in the three countries held their  f i rst
National  Steering Committee (NSC) meetings to
kick off  the work of  the 24-month project.

Funded by the IOM Development Fund ( IDF) ,  the
project  aims to strengthen community
development in border areas by creat ing an
enabl ing environment for  women involved in
small -scale trade across borders.

The border areas targeted are Aflao (Ghana) –
Kojoviakope (Togo) and Sanvee Condj i  (Togo) –
Hil lacondj i  (Benin).  The gather ing in Ghana took
place on 14 Apri l  and was hosted by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Regional  Integrat ion.
Read ahead.  

Connecting the
unconnected:
Empowering
women and
youth-led
MSMEs for
Africa’s success
The African Continental  Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) is  a major opportunity for  micro,
small ,  and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs)
in Africa.  The AfCFTA is the largest free trade
area in the world,  and i t  has the potential  to
create new markets and opportunit ies for
MSMEs. 

However ,  MSMEs wi l l  need to be prepared to
take advantage of  the AfCFTA. On MSME Day,
we celebrate the dynamic nature of  micro,
smal l ,  and medium-sized enterpr ises and their
crucial  role in dr iv ing economic growth and
sustainable development.

In Afr ica,  MSMEs make up almost 90 percent of
al l  businesses,  provide over  two-thirds of
employment opportunit ies ,  and are emerging as
centers of  innovation.  Read ahead.

UN and
Government
partners work
together to
empower
women in
small-scale
cross-border
trade

Accelerating
creativity and
innovation in
Africa
Africa 's share in the global  creative economy
remains relat ively low,  highl ighting the need
for revital ized education systems and new
spaces for talent growth.  Currently,  Afr ica
accounts for  only 2.9% of global  creative
goods exports and less than 1% of the
continent 's  GDP comes from the creative
economy.

To address this ,  upgrading teaching methods,
resource al locat ion,  and cultural  att i tudes is
crucial  in  foster ing creat iv i ty  and innovation in
Afr ican classrooms. Ini t iat ives l ike UNDP's
Accelerator  Labs and Youth Innovation
Chal lenges play a signif icant role in
accelerat ing sustainable development solut ions
by incubating talent  and f inancing
transformative innovations for  young
entrepreneurs and innovators in Afr ica.  Read
ahead.  

https://rodakar.iom.int/news/regional-consultation-migration-mobility-and-trade-explored-how-capitalize-small-scale-cross-border-trade-sustainable-community-development-west-africa
https://ghana.iom.int/news/iom-and-government-partners-benin-ghana-and-togo-work-together-empower-women-small-scale-cross-border-trade
https://www.undp.org/ghana/blog/connecting-unconnected-empowering-women-and-youth-led-msmes-africas-success
https://www.undp.org/ghana/blog/accelerating-creativity-and-innovation-africa
https://www.undp.org/ghana/blog/accelerating-creativity-and-innovation-africa


Rector of UNU, Prof.Tshilidzi
Marwala visits Ghana
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The Rector of  the United Nations University
(UNU),  Professor Tshi l idzi  Marwala was in
Ghana for a four-day off icial  v isit  to become
acquainted with UNU-INRA (Institute for  Natural
Resources in Afr ica) ,  i ts  leadership,  team, and
governance structure.

He met with the President of  Ghana,  H.E.  Nana
Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo,   Ghanaian academic
and strategic partners and the the UN Country
Team.

Prof.  Marwala out l ined his pr imary goals and
aspirat ions for  UNU-INRA and the UNU in
general .  He said he seeks to raise the prof i le  of
the UNU and increase the number of  courses
offered by the University 's  var ious Inst i tutes
with the goal  of  enabl ing the UNU to offer
cr i t ical  t raining that  wi l l  br idge the gap between
knowledge and pol icy.

Prof.Marwala with Ghana’s President ,  H.E Nana Akufo-
Addo  ©UNU-INRA

Prof.  Marwala del ivered a lecture on AI  and
Economic Growth at  the Nature Speaks Lecture
Series,  a  bi -annual  lecture organised by UNU-
INRA in col laborat ion with the University  of
Ghana.  He advocated vehemently  for  the need to
study,  comprehend,  and discover how
technology can be ut i l ised to address global
problems such as cl imate change.  

The lecture highl ighted the impact that  AI  can
have on the world economy in areas such as
f intech,  health ,  and demand and supply.

Meanwhile ,  UNU has announced a new
research and training Inst i tute in Bologna,
I taly.  The Inst i tute wi l l  engage with global
South researchers and pol icy makers to
mobi l ise the potent ial  of  big data and AI  for
achieving the SDGs.

Prof Marwala with some members of  UNU-INRA
team including the Director ,  Fat ima Denton (M)

©UNU-INRA

HISWA Project
supported with
vehicles
UNOPS has del ivered two vehicles to the
Ghana Statist ical  Service (GSS).  For over  a
year ,  UNOPS has col laborated with the GSS
and the World Bank on the procurement of
vehicles for  the GSS as part  of  the World Bank-
funded init iat ive 'Harmonizing and Improving
Stat ist ics in West Afr ica '  (HISWA).  

In November 2022,  UNOPS had procured and
del ivered a f i rst  batch of  30 vehicles to the
GSS.

HISWA aims to strengthen the stat ist ical
systems of part ic ipat ing countr ies and
regional  and sub-regional  bodies,  in  order  to
help them harmonize,  produce,  disseminate
and enhance the use of  core economic and
social  stat ist ics.

Good data are essential  to address socio-
economic development chal lenges,  and the
support  provided by UNOPS to the GSS direct ly
contr ibutes to SDGs 17 and19.
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Opoku Ware II Museum receives
UNESCO kente collection 

In a str iking display of  cultural  preservation,
the UNESCO off ice in Accra has overseen the  
donation of  the UNESCO Kente Col lection,
featuring 51 rare pieces,  to the Opoku Ware
II  Museum at the Kwame Nkrumah University
of Science and Technology (KNUST) in
Kumasi.
 
This marks a bold step towards upholding
and cherishing the r ich,  v ibrant cultural
her i tage of  Ghana.  The UNESCO Kente
Col lect ion is  an exceptional  embodiment of
Ghanaian creat iv i ty ,  resi l ience,  and tradit ion.
Entrusted to the Opoku Ware I I  Museum,
these rare pieces now have a new home
where they can be appreciated by countless
generat ions to come. 

Paral le l  to this ,  Ghana has also submitted a
nomination dossier  for  Kente to the
Representat ive List  of  the Intangible Cultural
Heritage ( ICH).  

The donation of  the UNESCO Kente Col lect ion to
the Opoku Ware I I  Museum, the Kente nomination
dossier ,  and the Provisional  Register  are al l  part
of  a broader commitment to preserve Ghana's
vibrant and diverse her i tage.  Together ,  these
init iat ives signify  a resi l ient  push towards
safeguarding our cultural  assets and promoting
sustainable development through her i tage
preservat ion.

Vice-Chancel lor  of  KNUST,  Prof.  Mrs.  Rita Akosua Dickson (m) accepts the UNESCO Kente Col lect ion.  
©UNESCO Ghana

Stakeholders commit to
strengthen collaboration to
promote intra Africa trade
Stakeholders from across the publ ic and private sectors pledged to strengthen col laboration  with
Government to address infrastructure def ici t ,  ineffect ive trade faci l i tat ion processes,  and invest  in
innovation and technology to promote trade across borders in Afr ica,  to accelerate sustainable
development.
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Building communities of
excellence

UNICEF and Jacob Foundation,  together with
Ghana Education Service,  visited Afram Plains
North to monitor project  progress under the
Communit ies of  Excel lence (CoE) init iat ive
implemented both in Buisla South and Afram
Plains North.

The delegation had stakeholder meetings with
key stakeholders to explore cross-sectoral
col laborat ion towards better  learning outcomes.
During these meetings,  the v isi t ing team engaged
with Distr ict  Change Leaders (DLC) who shared
success stor ies,  way forward and the impact of
DCL programme on the education system and in
their  communit ies.  Nana Otukwa Mpareko VI ,
Chief  of  Kwahu Asedi  and Change Leader said
"UNICEF and Jacob Foundation have been very
instrumental  in  br inging change,  now even
without them in our local  communit ies ,  we seek
to take this knowledge that  have been impacted
on us to our local  communit ies to create a better
community ,  where everybody wi l l  part ic ipate for
change."

The delegation also visi ted two pr imary
schools to observe teaching and classroom
practices,  engaged with students and l istened
to test imonies from teachers involved in the
project  act iv i t ies.  

Afram Plains North is  one of  the most
deprived distr icts in Ghana,  scoring low on
various cross-sectoral  indicators ,  especial ly  in
education.  

After  engaging stakeholders,  i t  was reported
that despite the lack of  teachers and poor
school  infrastructure,  parental  income poverty
and rural  l ivel ihoods,  there are promising
signs of  progress where there is  the uptake of
school  governance in the form of increased
Parent Teacher Associat ion meetings and
improved school  plans.  To learn more about
the programme, Watch the video.

 UNICEF Educat ion special ist  Madeez Adamu-Issah with a delegat ion from Jacobs Foundation interact ing with
students at  Abotanso RC Pr imary School ,  dur ing the f ie ld v is i t  in  Afram Plains North.

©UNICEF/Roger Yebuah

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=BVkiuKzGTxA&t=33s
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Ethics teacher training course for
Ghanaian teachers
The UNESCO Offices in Abuja and Accra,  in
col laboration with the University of  Ghana,
recently hosted the Ethics Teacher Training
Course (ETTC) in Accra.  The week-long
program aimed to enhance the teaching
capacit ies of  part icipants in the f ield of  ethics .

I t  attracted a diverse group of  part ic ipants,
including academics,  researchers,  and
professionals from var ious f ie lds.  

In his opening remarks,  the Representat ive of
UNESCO to Ghana Mr Abdourahamane Dial lo
emphasized the signif icance of  ethics
education and the responsibi l i ty  of  educators in
guiding students through complex ethical
chal lenges.   He noted that  educators have the
responsibi l i ty  to foster  an environment that
encourages ethical  ref lect ion and decision-
making,  adding that  "By advancing our
pedagogical  capacity  in ethics teaching,  we are
contr ibut ing to the development of  a more
ethical ly  aware and responsible global
community. "

The ETTC serves as a platform for  part ic ipants
from Ghana and the region to engage with
experts in the f ie ld of  ethics education and to
learn from each other 's  experiences.  By
part ic ipat ing in this course,  educators contr ibute
to the development of  a global  network of  ethics
educators ,  shar ing best pract ices,  col laborat ing
on research,  and addressing ethical  chal lenges
that transcend nat ional  borders.

Part ic ipants & dignitar ies at  the training course
©UNESCO Ghana

A nurse attending to Deborah Otoo at  the UNDP-
supported CHIP Faci l i ty  at  Chorkor in  Ghana ©UNDP

Prioritizing health for all to
reduce in-equalities
Despite signif icant progress in health
outcomes,  global  health chal lenges and
inequalit ies in access to healthcare persist.
Approximately 30% of the world 's  population
lacks essential  health services.

In  this piece by UNDP's Programme Special ist
for  Health ,  Belynda Amankwa,  pr imary health
care,  such as the Community-based Health
Planning and Services (CHPS) concept in
Ghana,  plays a crucial  role in promoting
equitable access to healthcare.  She cal ls  for
the need to strengthen the CHPS model  by  
 addressing barr iers to ut i l izat ion,  improving
health l i teracy and community engagement ,
addressing social  determinants of  health ,  and
adequately  resourcing urban CHPS faci l i t ies.
Read more.

https://www.undp.org/ghana/blog/prioritizing-health-all-reduce-inequalities#:~:text=The%20theme%20serves%20as%20a,status%2C%20race%2C%20or%20geography.
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WHO turns 75
on World Health
Day

Ghana,  with the Ministry of  Health in the lead,
commemorated the 2023 World Health Day and
launched the yearlong celebration of  the 75th
anniversaries of  the World Health Organization
(WHO) at  an event in Accra at  which t ime al l
stakeholders committed to strengthen
collaboration with WHO to achieve Health For
All  Ghanaians.  Read more.

Working with 194 Member States across six
regions and on the ground in more than 150
off ices,  the WHO envisions a world where
Health for  Al l  is  real ized.  

The r ight  to health is  a basic human r ight  that
promotes health and wel l -being,  dignity ,  and a
good qual i ty  of  l i fe  for  everyone,  despite who
they are ,  where they l ive or  what they do.  Read
more in this press release issued by the WHO
Country off ice in obseravnce of  the 75th
anniversary of  WHO.

Minister  for  Health [2nd from R]  supported by WHO
Rep [3rd from R]  and other  dignitar ies ,  including

UNOPS Head (1st  from L)  cutt ing the WHO 75 cake
©WHO Ghana

Charity Kesewaa Damoah is a mother of  two.
She has nursed her eight-year-old son through
several  debi l i tat ing bouts of  malaria.  However,
she bel ieved that her 14-month-old son,  John,
is l iv ing proof of  the benefits of  the f irst
malaria vaccine recommended to prevent the
disease in chi ldren.

Accrding to Charity ,  not  once,  s ince he was
first  inoculated at  s ix  months of  age,  has John
fal len i l l  with the potent ial ly  fatal  disease,
which poses a signif icant health burden and
carr ies a heightened r isk for  pregnant women
and under-5 chi ldren.  Read more in this special
story on WHO and partners '  efforts to expand
malar ia immunizat ion programme in Ghana.

St i l l  on immunizat ion,  over  100 countr ies
worldwide,  including Ghana,  experienced a
decl ine between 2019 and 2021,  the largest
sustained decl ine in chi ldhood vaccinat ions in
three decades.  The Government of  Ghana,  with
the support  of  WHO and partners ,  is  stepping
up the dr ive to revamp rout ine immunizat ion to
reach the tens of  thousands of  chi ldren who
missed out on essential  vaccinat ion,  restore
vaccinat ion to pre-pandemic levels and
strengthen the overal l  vaccinat ion programme.
Read more.

 A nurse drawing malar ia vaccine dur ing the launch of
the vaccine expansion in Sunyani .  ©WHO Ghana

https://www.afro.who.int/countries/ghana/news/ghana-launches-who-75-anniversary-celebrations
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/ghana/news/world-health-organization-turns-75-world-health-day
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/ghana/news/malaria-vaccine-plays-critical-role-turning-tide-malaria-ghana
https://www.afro.who.int/photo-story/ghana-steps-drive-revamp-routine-immunization
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Advocating for more inclusion
and equity for children with
disabilities

“Stigma is so huge. I t  happens everywhere.  At
church,  the community,  school ,  everywhere.”
Said Rosal in Abigai l ,  Founder of  Afr ica
Dyslexia Organisation.  

Chi ldren With Disabi l i t ies (CWD) face
numerous barriers that  prevent them from
ful ly part icipating in society.  Lack of  access
to assist ive devices and technologies also
l imits their  part icipation in dai ly  activit ies in
different environments including schools and
their  communit ies.

To address some of the chal lenges faced by
CWD in Ghana,  UNICEF in col laborat ion with
the Ghana Federat ion of  Disabi l i ty
Organisat ions (GFDO) and the National  Counci l
on Persons with Disabi l i ty  (NCPD) organized a
roundtable discussion under the theme:
"Breaking Barr iers ,  Bui lding Inclusion;
Achieving Equity  for  Chi ldren with Disabi l i t ies" .
Held in Accra,   the UNICEF init iat ive brought
together more than 70 part ic ipants including
CWD, academia,  pol icymakers,  experts in the
f ield of  disabi l i ty  advocacy and the pr ivate
sector.

Af ia Ayeyi  Boakye-Yiadom is a young Ghanaian
gir l  l iv ing with Osteogenesis imperfecta,  a  br i t t le
bone condit ion that  makes her  bones break with
minimal  or  no impact.   She kicked off  the event
by tel l ing her  story to the audience and
questioning how CWD are expected to achieve
their  ful l  potent ial  without their  inclusion.  Read
more.

Ayeyi  speaking about her  disabi l i ty  Osteogenesis
Imperfecta (Br i t t le  Bone) and how we can create an

inclusive society.  ©UNICEF/Francis Kokoroko

Empowering
adolescents to
lead change
using health
data
The health and wellbeing of  adolescents play a
crit ical  role in their  overal l  growth and
development.  However,  the lack of
comprehensive local  data on adolescent
health,  part icularly in lower-resource sett ings
is hampering efforts to promote healthy
behaviors and pol icies for  adolescents,
especial ly  those in schools.

To f i l l  this gap and generate new data and
information,  the World Health Organizat ion
(WHO) with support  from Botnar Foundation is
implementing a project  dubbed “Empowering
adolescents to lead change using health data”
with the aim of generat ing adolescent health
information from students in ci t ies across
four low- and middle- income countr ies,
comprising Fez,  Morocco;  Jaipur ,  India;  Saint
Cather ine Parish,  Jamaica;  and Sekondi-
Takoradi ,  Ghana.  Read more.

https://africadyslexia.org/
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/breaking-barriers-building-inclusion-disability-inclusion-advocacy-event
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/ghana/news/empowering-adolescents-lead-change-using-health-data


Scaling-up Foundational Learning
Remediation model in Ghana
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As part  of  the init iat ive by the Bi l l  and Melinda
Gates Foundation (BMGF) to Scale-up
Foundational  Learning Remediation model  known
as the Differentiated Learning (DL),  UNICEF
Ghana Office was chosen,  along with Zambia and
South Africa,  as one of  the three countries to
receive funding from BMGF.

The aim of the funding was to ut i l ize exist ing
structures and continuously reform and enhance
Foundational  Li teracy and Numeracy (FLN) for
pr imary school  chi ldren in Ghana.  To monitor  the
progress of  this program, a delegation from
BMGF conducted a f ive-day f ie ld v isi t  in  Ghana in
June to engage with var ious stakeholders,
including the DL technical  working group
involving National  Counci l  for  Curr iculum and
Assessment (NaCCA),  National  Teaching Counci l
(NTC),  National  School  Inspection Authority
(NaSIA) ,  and the Ghana Education Service (GES) ,
responsible for  implementing foundational
learning using the DL approach.  The purpose of
the engagement was for  the delegation to
famil iar ize with the Ghana different iated model
and assess the capacity  of  implementing partners
in the var ied partnerships in executing the

reforms,  in  a more hol ist ic  approach,  and
especial ly ,  to appreciate school  level  pract ice
to improving students learning in basic schools.

A Senior  Advisor for  Education at  BMGF,  Dr.
Asyia Kazmi ,  led the delegation and had the
opportunity  to observe the successful
implementat ion of  DL in three schools (New
Gbawe MA Basic ;  Oblogo MA Basic in Accra,
and Garisson Basic School  in Kumasi) .  They
interacted with teachers,  students,  and school
administrators to gain insights into the impact
of DL on teaching and learning outcomes for  al l
chi ldren.  

Addressing the issue of  access to foundational
learning,  Dr.  Asyia emphasized the importance
of del iver ing instruct ion at  the appropriate
level .

 UNICEF Educat ion Off icer ,  T imoah Kunchire
together  with Asyia Kazmi ,  Global  Educat ion Pol icy

Lead,  Bi l l  and Mel inda Gates Foundation (BMGF) ,
Att iq Sadiq ,  Senior  Portfol io Manager ,  Cambridge
Education,  and Wei ja-Gbawe Municipal  Educat ion
Directorate staff  v is i t  the Oblogo M/A Basic 1 ,  in

Accra,  Ghana.©UNICEF/Vera Acquah

Girls’ innovative
prowess making
a difference
Evelyn Baah Asante Opokuaa,  a former student
of the Methodist  Gir ls ’  Senior High School ,
init ial ly  had no interest in science-related
courses due to societal  biases.

However ,  she took a bold step to join the
Renewable Energy Club in her  school .  Together
with the team, they developed an automatic
waste sort ing bin as a result  of  their  research
and determination.  Recognizing the importance
of support ing such init iat ives,  the UNDP and
Coca-Cola Foundation awarded three senior
high schools in Ghana with $9,000 through a
waste innovation chal lenge.  The benefits of  the
UNDP’s support ,  according to the Headmistress
of the school ,  are enormous,  as the opportunity
also sparked up innovation among other  young
gir ls  who didn’t  have the interest  in the science
and innovation space,  just  l ike Evelyn.  Read
ahead.

https://www.csueastbay.edu/dsj/files/docs/popular-media/dsjguide-nyt-few-women-in-science.pdf
https://www.undp.org/ghana/press-releases/undp-supports-waste-management-innovations-schools
https://www.undp.org/ghana/news/girls-innovative-prowess-making-difference
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Using gamification to improve
STEM Teaching & Learning

From the 6th to 9th June 2023,  the Center for
National  Distance Learning and Open Schooling
(CENDLOS) with UNICEF's support  and in
col laboration with the Ghana Education Service
(GES) and other partners organized a training on
MINECRAFT Education in Kumasi  for  thirty (30)
Head Teachers and ICT teachers selected from 13
Senior High and 2 Basic schools.  

The workshop aimed at  equipping Heads of
schools with the knowledge to transmit  the power
of using games through self  and guided learning
approaches to bui ld digital  ski l ls  such as coding,
and cr i t ical  thinking to their  teachers and students
so they can better  appreciate ,  comprehend,  and
choose Science,  Technology,  Engineer ing,  and
Mathematics (STEM) programmes in school  and
beyond.

During the opening session,  the Executive Director
of  CENDLOS,  Nana Gyamfi  Adwabour ,  mentioned
that "The 21st century cal ls  for  employable ski l ls ,
digital  ski l ls ,  and coding is  one of  them. ICT is
taking over ;  coding AI  is  taking over ;  and in Ghana,
we don’t  want to be left  out" .

UNICEF-Minecraft  partnership programme is
leveraging the Learning Passport  in i t iat ive – a
technology already deployed and used by
Government of  Ghana and supported by
UNICEF to amplify  self -paced learning for
students and learners in Junior  and Senior
High Schools.  I t  is  worth mentioning that
Ghana is one of  the f i rst  countr ies,  i f  not  the
f irst  to introduce MINECRAFT education in i t ’s
education system through UNICEF support  and
col laborat ion.  A total  of  39,252 (20,282 gir ls)
students and learners are targeted for  the
init ia l  phase of  this programme. The goal  is  to
reach over 600 Senior  High Schools in Ghana.
The Learning Passport  and Minecraft
Education Learning Management System
(LMS) wi l l  be off ic ial ly  launched in August
2023 during the National  Digital  and Distance
Learning Conference in Accra.

Part ic ipants at  the workshop @ UNICEF
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Supporting health care delivery
in Ghana
To ensure midwives acquire effective and eff icient training to improve maternal  healthcare del ivery
in Ghana,  UNFPA has donated midwifery training and tools to the Nursing Department of  Midwifery
at the Kwame Nkrumah University of  Science & Technology (KNUST).  

Estimated at  a cost of  US$30,000,  the equipment included di lat ion curettage instruments,  tenaculum
uter ine forceps,  del ivery trol ley ,  uter ine sound,  suct ion machines,  adult ,  and baby weighing scales,
birth st imulators ,  cervical  cerclage models ,  s ims vaginal  speculum and uter ine di lators.  Read more.

Dignitar ies at  the ceremony symbol ical ly  handing over
the upgraded medical  warehouse/store to the Bono East

Regional  Regional  Directorate of  GHS. ©UNFPA Ghana

UNFPA has also handed over an upgraded
warehouse to the Bono East Regional  Health
Directorate of  the Ghana Health Service (GHS)
in Kintampo to improve access to health
commodit ies including reproductive health
suppl ies.

The handing over  ceremony attended by the
Bono East Regional  Minister ,  Hon.  Kwasi  Adu-
Gyan,  the Director-General  of  the GHS,  Dr.
Patr ick Kuma-Aboagye,  UNFPA Country
Representat ive ,  Dr .  Wi lfred Ochan,  Health
Systems Strengthening Team Lead of  USAID
Ghana,  Ms.  El izabeth Wil l iams,  medical
directors of  the Bono East Regional  Health
Directorate as wel l  as tradit ional  rulers within
the region.  Read more.

Some of  the midwifery equipment.  ©UNFPA

https://ghana.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-supports-knust-midwifery-equipment-end-maternal-deaths
https://ghana.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-upgrades-warehouse-improved-access-health-commodities-bono-east-region
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UN assists Points of Entries in
public health preparedness

Dignitar ies at  the ceremony cutt ing the r ibbon  for  the
opening of  the faci l i t ies at  the Elubo border  ©IOM

Ghana/Angela Bortey

UNDP's Mr.  Edward Ampratwum handing over  the lab
at  the Elubo border  to Dr.  Gifty  Amugi ,  Deputy

Regional  Director  of  Publ ic  Health ,  Western Region.
©Angela Bortey

UNDP, in col laboration with the GHS and with
financial  support  from the Government of
Japan,  has establ ished mobile laboratories at
four key Points of  Entry in Ghana.  

These laborator ies have been set  up to enable
prompt and accurate detect ion and response to
publ ic  health emergencies.  The four locat ions
where the mobi le laborator ies are situated are
the Kotoka Internat ional  Airport  in  Accra and
the borders along Aflao,  Elubo,  and Paga.  Read
ahead.

In  the last  quarter ,  IOM Ghana brought together
government representat ives,  border residents,
off icers of  Border Management Agencies
(BMAs),  donors and partners to hand over
Water ,  Sanitat ion and Hygiene (WASH) and
isolat ion faci l i t ies to the Port  Health Directorate
of the Ghana Health Service (GHS) at  the
var ious land borders.  The interventions are
funded by the Government of  Japan through the
Japan Internat ional  Cooperat ion Agency (JICA)
Ghana,  to strengthen the capacit ies of  the
borders to handle publ ic  health emergencies as
part  of  the “ Improving Border Faci l i tat ion and
Strengthening Border Publ ic  Health Capacit ies
in West Afr ica in Response to Infect ious
Diseases/COVID-19” project.  Read more

The Japanese Ambassador to Ghana,  H.E.  MOCHIZUKI
Hisanobu handl ing over  the lab in  Accra to Dr  Patr ick
Kuma Aboagye,  Director-General  of  the Ghana Health

Service (GHS).  Next  to Dr  Aboagye is  the Deputy
Resident  Representat ive of  UNDP in Ghana,  Sukhrob

Khoshmukhamedov.  ©UNDP

IOM Ghana further  handed over to the Port
Health Directorate of  GHS ful ly  furnished
prefabricated isolat ion structures at  the Elubo,
Aflao and Paga borders,  and mechanized
boreholes,  a toi let  faci l i ty  and l ivel ihood
projects in the border communit ies of  Hamile ,
Pusiga Mognori ,  Paga and Kulungugu.  

The faci l i t ies wi l l  help to improve preparedness
of Ghana's healthcare system, and al low the
Government partners to effect ively  respond to
publ ic  health threats at  the points of  entry ,
whi le the l ivel ihood support  is  expected to
strengthen social  cohesion and reduce
communit ies '  vulnerabi l i t ies to exploitat ion by
violent  extremist  organizat ions.

https://www.undp.org/ghana/press-releases/ghanas-points-entry-equipped-mobile-laboratories-respond-public-health-emergencies
https://ghana.iom.int/news/iom-supports-government-handling-public-health-emergencies-main-land-borders


GOVERNANCE,
PEACEBUILDING &
SECURITY



Building peace from the ground
up: Nurturing harmony and
resilience in communities

Beneficiar ies such as Ayaabi la Ramatu and
Naba Amadu exemplify  the crucial  role
community members play in educating others
and resolving confl icts ,  paving the path
towards peaceful  change.  

On Internat ional  Day of  United Nations
Peacekeepers,  as we celebrate 75 years of  UN
Peacekeeping,  the theme "Peace Begins with
Me" reminds us that  each individual  has a role
to play in promoting peace and security .  F ind
out more in this op-ed by UNDP Resident
Representat ive in Ghana,   Angela Lusigi .

In a world too often plagued by confl ict  and
discord,  the pursuit  of  peace becomes an
urgent and vital  endeavor.  To prevent disputes
from escalating into large-scale confl icts,
t imely information about developing local
crises is  crucial  for  pol i t icians,  security
agencies,  and community leaders (Africa
Renewal).  

UNDP in Ghana is empowering women and youth
in the f ight  against  v iolent  extremism through
its Inclusive Integrated MSMEs Support
Programme. Equipped with ski l ls  to ident ify
ear ly  warning signs and report  them to security
agencies,  these individuals serve as
ambassadors for  preventing violent  extremism
(PVE).

Some of  the young people who part ic ipated in UNDP's 16×16 advocacy event.  © UNDP GHANA
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https://www.undp.org/ghana/news/going-extra-miles-prevent-violent-extremism-ramatus-example
https://www.undp.org/ghana/news/mobilizing-actions-prevent-violent-extremism
https://www.undp.org/ghana/blog/building-peace-ground-nurturing-harmony-and-resilience-communities
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Assessment of Media
Development in Ghana report
launched in Accra

The state of  the legal ,  regulatory and
pol icy framework conducive to freedom
of expression,
The degree of  media plural ism and
diversity ,
The capabi l i ty  of  the media to serve as a
platform for  democrat ic discourse,
The avai labi l i ty  of  professional  capacity
bui lding and support ing inst i tut ions,
The infrastructural  capacity  to support  an
independent plural ist  media.

UNESCO Ghana has launched the
Assessment of  Media Development in Ghana
based on UNESCO’s Media Development
Indicators.  This report  provides a detai led
analysis of  various aspects of  the media
landscape in Ghana as captured during the
research conducted by Prof.  Audrey
Gadzepko between 2017-2021,  with a focus
on:

The Representat ive of  UNESCO to Ghana,  Mr.
Abdourahamane Dial lo stated that  this
assessment wi l l  foster  and enhance a free,
independent and plural ist  media in Ghana
that wi l l  empower cit izens with information
and enable them to make informed choices
by act ively  engaging and part ic ipat ing in
democrat ic discourse and processes.

Prof.  Audrey Gadzekpo presented the report 's
f indings stat ing that  authori t ies must do more to
create safety for  journal ists and media inst i tut ions,
ensure better  information f low without r isks,  and
end impunity  by strongly sanctioning perpetrators of
attacks.  

Present at  the ceremony were a representat ive from
the National  Communicat ion Authority ,  the Executive
Secretary of  the National  Media Commission and the
President of  the Ghana Journal ists Associat ion.  

The Director  of  Finance and Administrat ion for  the
Ministry  of  Information,  Madame Patr ic ia Dovi
Sampson who launched the report  on the
assessment of  Media Development in Ghana said
women are misrepresented in the media landscape.
She said media organizat ions should be supported
and encouraged to develop and implement pol ic ies
that promote gender and social  inclusion.

In 2006,  IPDC Intergovernmental  Counci l  at  i ts  25th
session developed Media Development Indicators
(MDIs) through a broad internat ional  consultat ion.
The MDIs def ine a framework within which the media
can best contr ibute to ,  and benefit  f rom, good
governance and democrat ic development.

Access the ful l  report  here.

Launch of  the Assessment of  Media Development in  Ghana Report  by Madame Patr ic ia Dovi  of  the Ministry  of
Information.  @UNESCO Ghana/George Koranteng Danso

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/assessment-media-development-ghana


National consultations to
mainstream human security and
gender equality into national
border security strategy held
IOM and the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA),  in col laboration with STAR Ghana
Foundation,  have held consultat ion meetings
with various security and border management
stakeholders to identify recommendations for
a roadmap to mainstream human security and
gender equal ity into Ghana’s border security
strategy.  

The consultat ions are part  of  interventions to
support  Government 's  efforts to reinforce the
resi l ience of  border communit ies to securi ty
threats and strengthen Ghana's border
security .

Consultat ion part ic ipants drew lessons from
ongoing interventions under the United Nations
Trust  Fund on Human Security  (UNTFHS) funded
“Enhancing Community Resi l ience and Social
Cohesion amongst Select  Border Communit ies
in Northern Ghana” project ,  the “Strengthening
the Northern Borders of  Côte d ’ Ivoire ,  Ghana,
and Togo” project  funded by the U.S.
Department of  State Bureau of  Internat ional
Narcotics and Law Enforcement ( INL) ,  as wel l
as from a vulnerabi l i ty  and security  perception
survey conducted in six  border communit ies in
the Upper East Region of  Ghana (Namoo,  Paga,
Mognori ,  Pulmakom, Kulungugu and Paga).

Adelaide Anno-Kumi ,  Chief  Director  at  the Ministry  of  the Inter ior ,  speaking at  the nat ional  consultat ions 
©IOM Ghana/Jul iane Reissig
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https://ghana.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl2291/files/documents/2023-05/iom-ghana-security-perception-study-2023-digital.pdf


ENVIRONMENT &
CLIMATE ACTION 



2 0

Ghana renews commitment to
protecting the ocean

The President of  the Republic of  Ghana,  His
Excel lency Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo
pledged Ghana’s commitment to ensuring
sustainable ocean management and cal led for  a
renewed commitment from al l  stakeholders to
the Sustainable Development Goal  (SDG) 14 to
protect l i fe below water.

High- level  panel  discussions at  the Summit
emphasized the need for  urgent act ions to
address chal lenges facing the ocean’s health.
Notable among these discussions was a session
on addressing plast ic pol lut ion,  which was
moderated by Stephen Kansuk,  Head of
Environment and Cl imate at  UNDP Ghana.

The panel ists of  this session cal led for
behavioral  change and individual  act ions to
address the plast ic menace affect ing the
ocean’s health.  They also cal led for  innovative
solut ions from more entrepreneurs to turn waste
into resources to address unemployment.  Read
ahead.

The President  of  Ghana,  H.E Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo (middle in  blue shirt)  in  a group photograph with high-
level  dignitar ies at  the Summit.  On his r ight  is  Dr  Eugene Owusu,  the SDGs Advisor  at  the Off ice of  the President ,

and the UN Resident  Coordinator ,  Char les Abani  (2nd from r ight)  @Abdul-Rahim Naa Abdul -Lahie/ UNDPGhana

https://www.undp.org/ghana/press-releases/ghana-renews-commitment-protecting-ocean


In  conjunct ion with the Diaspora for  Cl imate Act ion
project ,  IOM gave the f loor  to three youth leaders to
share their  v iews on the topic “Diaspora & Ghanaian
Youth for  Cl imate Action” in a f i rst  GCM Talk Ghana
on Twitter  Spaces:  Bismark Osiakwa,  Founder and
Project  Lead of  Reusable Bags GH,  who recently
returned from Germany;  Betty Osei  Bonsu from the
Green Afr ica Youth Organisat ion (GAYO),  current ly
based in Germany;  and Gideon Commey,  UK-based
activ ist  and doctoral  researcher (Food Systems).
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UN in Ghana unites actions to
#beatplasticpollution for a
more sustainable future

Plastic pol lut ion has become a pressing issue in recent years,  posing a threat to our environment
and endangering ecosystems. In Ghana,  approximately 250,000 tons of  plastic waste is  generated
each year,  highl ighting the need for effective solutions.

The United Nations in Ghana is act ively  working to raise awareness and promote sustainable
pract ices.  The ini t iat ive has recently  been supported by several  other  organizat ions and individuals
who are committed to creat ing an environmental ly  fr iendly future.  In one such event ,  the publ ic  was
engaged on a Twitter  Chat.  The discussion brought together experts ,  act iv ists ,  the youth including
YoLe Fel lows of  the United Nations Populat ion Fund (UNFPA) in Ghana and concerned cit izens to
address the urgent need for  sustainable pract ices to help curb the alarming rate of  pol lut ion.

Part ic ipants made pledges towards a cleaner and healthier  environment ,  committ ing to consciously
purchase products packaged in eco-fr iendly mater ials ,  act ively  engage in community clean-ups and
beach restorat ion ini t iat ives,  segregate and recycle waste,  advocate for  pol icy changes to promote
sustainabi l i ty  and promote the use of  reusable products within their  communit ies and networks.  The
UNDP Resident Representat ive in Ghana,  Angela Lusigi ,  urged the part ic ipants to turn their  pledges
into act ion by choosing reusable products,  spreading the word to sensit ize others and by segregating
and recycl ing waste.  Read ahead.

  Some of  the UNFPA and UNDP Ghana youth that  part ic ipated in the Twitter  Chat.  @UNDP Ghana

https://ghana.iom.int/diaspora-climate-action
https://twitter.com/IOMGhana/status/1667176869232365574
https://www.undp.org/ghana/news/uniting-voices-and-pledges-beat-plastic-pollution-ghana


GCM Talk Ghana is a new ser ies of  onl ine
engagements which is  inspired by the UN Network
on Migrat ion’s ser ies of  global  and regional
consultat ions and peer- learning exchanges – GCM
Talks – on how best to implement the Global
Compact for  Migrat ion (GCM).

The United Nations Information Centre ,  Accra
partnered with a group of  students,  led by 17-year-
old Al ic ia Asante to clean up beaches and
repurpose plast ic bott les into toddler  beds,  which
were later  donated to the Tema Manhean
Polycl inic.  

The Medical  Off icer ,  Dr .  Edmund Gattor ,  received
the donation on behalf  of  the cl inic ,  and assured
that the beds would be put to good use.  

The exercise aimed to inspire the youth to take
action by safeguarding the environment to protect
their  future.  

The Publ ic  Information Assistant at  the UN
Information Centre ,  Accra,  Ms.  Major ie Akosua Otu
said repurposing plast ic bott les into beds wi l l  help
to reduce and reuse plast ic waste.  She noted that
every effort ,  no matter  how small ,  can make a
signif icant difference in achieving an
environmental ly  conscious world.
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  Some of  the students on si te c leaning.  @UNIC Accra

  Cleaned plast ic  bott les being repurposed.  @UNIC Accra

  The beds ready to be covered.  @UNIC Accra



UN Days and
Observances



Mobilizing partners to end
obstetric fistula in Ghana by
2030
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The UN and partners observed International  Day
to End Obstetr ic Fistula ( IDEOF),  a medical
condit ion that affects women in the process of
chi ldbirth,  on the theme: “20 Years on Progress
but not Enough!  Act Now to End Fistula by 2030.”   

Global ly ,  i t  is  est imated that  about 500,000 women
and gir ls  l ive with f istula with new cases being
recorded every year.  In Ghana,  1 ,300 cases are
recorded every year due to factors including
protracted chi ldbirth ,  chi ld marr iage and lack of
ski l led midwifery or  high-qual i ty  maternal  care.

The Embassy of  Norway in col laborat ion with
UNFPA mobi l ized var ious actors in Government ,
the diplomatic/internat ional  development
community ,  c iv i l  society ,  t radit ional  leaders,  the
private sector ,  as wel l  as the media for  an event ,
dubbed “Partnerships to End Obstetr ic  Fistula in
Ghana" to br ing attent ion to the urgent need to
end Obstetr ic  Fistula in Ghana.  Read ahead.

A group photo by some representat ives who part ic ipated in event  to end Obstetr ic  Fistula in  Ghana.
©UNFPA Ghana

Taiwo Azan,  a  f istula survivor  shar ing her  story at
the event.  ©UNFPA Ghana

https://rodakar.iom.int/news/iom-and-migration-stakeholders-ghana-work-toward-first-national-referral-mechanism-returned-migrants
https://ghana.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-mobilizes-partners-end-obstetric-fistula-ghana-2030
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Refugees giv ing remarks dur ing the celebrat ion.  ©UNHCR Ghana

Enhance the absorption capacity
in refugee hosting Districts -
UNHCR Representative

The Country Representative for  UNHCR, Ms. Esther Kiragu,  has cal led on development partners to
priorit ize refugee hosting Distr icts in both the Upper East and Upper West Regions in their
development support  plans.   

These two regions are receiving the current  emergency inf lux of  refugees from Burkina Faso into
Ghana.  She said this is  very important to help avoid confl icts over  resources such as water ,
sanitat ion,  education,  and health ,  and for  maintaining peaceful  co-existence between the refugees
and their  host.

Ms.  Kiragu was speaking at  a ceremony commemorating World Refugee Day in Accra.  She said social
services in the North were already overstretched even before the arr ival  of  the refugees,  highl ight ing
the need to enhance the absorpt ion capacity  of  these basic services and resources fol lowing the
inf lux of  refugees.  Read more.  

UN in Ghana supports refugees
rebuild their lives
In  May/June,  the UN in Ghana,  through the United State Resett lement Admission Program (USRAP)
and in col laborat ion with our partners ,  the Ghana Refugee Board,  the Resett lement Support  Centre
Afr ica (RSC) and the US Cit izenship and Immigrat ion Service,  assisted 200+ refugees with their
resett lement process.  The refugees from var ious countr ies are current ly  residing at  Kr isan Camp in
the Western Region of  Ghana as wel l  as in urban areas,  such as Accra,  and are looking for
resett lement to the USA. Read more.

https://www.unhcr.org/gh/2023/07/03/enhance-the-absorption-capacity-in-refugee-hosting-districts-unhcr-country-representative/
https://www.facebook.com/IOMghana/posts/pfbid02FTocFpXC2Vit3irRc9QN1Pr5ZB84p2GwGuBoxUEHBgUVX3WkhpDoY64UAbyksLhnl
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Ghana marks 75th anniversary of
Peacekeepers Day

For 75 years United Nations Peacekeepers have worked to bring peace in the world’s most fragi le
pol it ical  and security situations.

Internat ional  Day of  UN Peacekeepers is  observed each year on 29 May to honor peacekeepers '
self lessness and courage.  The theme for  this year ’s  celebrat ion is  “Peace Begins with Me” which
seeks to honor peacekeepers,  past  and present ,  who have served and sacr if iced their  l ives serving
under the United Nations f lag.

To mark this year ’s  75th anniversary ,  the Ministry  of  Foreign Affairs and Regional  Integrat ions,  in
partnership with other  stakeholders,  including the United Nations,  held a ceremony in Accra.

The UN Resident Coordinator ,  Mr.  Charles Abani  commended the tremendous contr ibut ion of  Ghana
and Ghanaian peacekeepers in peacekeeping missions.  He singled out and commended Captain
Ceci l ia  Erzuah of  Ghana who served as a peacekeeper with the United Nations Inter im Security  Force
in Abyei  (UNISFA) and was awarded the 2022 United Nations Mil i tary Gender Advocate of  the Year .

A tree was planted in memory of  peacekeepers who have lost  their  l ives in the l ine of  duty.  Read
More.

The UN Resident Coordinator ,  Mr.  Charles Abani  ( left)  jo ins other  dignitar ies to water  the symbol ic t ree planted for
peace.  ©UNIC

https://ghana.un.org/en/233398-captain-erzuah-becomes-1st-ghanaian-peacekeeper-receive-united-nations-military-peacekeepers
https://ghana.un.org/en/233807-%E2%80%9Cachieving-peace-goal-all%E2%80%9D-ghana-marks-75th-anniversary-peacekeepers-day
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UPCOMING EVENTS

WORLD HEPATITIS DAY (WHO)  - 28 JULY 
WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS -
30 JULY 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FRIENDSHIP - 30 JULY
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY - 12 AUGUST
WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY - 19 AUGUST
INT. DAY FOR PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT - 31
AUGUST

INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE DAY - 8 SEPT
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY - 15
SPET
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE - 21 SEPT
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SIGN LANGUAGE -
23 SEPT
INT DAY FOR UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO
INFORMATION - 28 SEPT

U N  D A Y S







July August September

Breastfeeding Week; 1-7

2023 Africa Women and Children Conference
(AfriWOCC); 2 - 3

2023 SDG Summit; 18 - 19

Int. Cluster Conference 2023, bringing
together over 100 cluster network experts and

leads across Africa and Europe; 22

BRICS Summit; 22 -24

Int. Day for the Remembrance of the Slave
Trade and Its Abolition; 23

World Water Week; 23 - 1 Sept

Global Forum on Gender Statistics; 29 - 31

Int Day for People of African Descent; 31

https://www.un.org/en/observances/information-access-day
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United Nations Resident Coordinator Office
P.O. Box GP 1423 Accra, Ghana

Tel.:  +233 (0) 302 215670-9/ 215680-3
Fax.: +233 (0) 302 772836 / 773899

https://web.facebook.com/UNinGhana?_rdc=1&_rdr=
https://www.instagram.com/uninghana/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/UNinGhana
https://ghana.un.org/en

