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HIGHLIGHTS

A look into our coordinated humanitar-
ian support in response to the gas ex-
plosion in Apeatse.

UN Ghana efforts towards peace sus-
tenance.

Empowering local entrepreneurs to 
meet global export requirements.

Joint advocacy on critical cross cutting 
areas such as gender, health and HIV/
AIDS

Support to students returning from 
Ukraine.
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All too soon, the first  
half of the year will be done 
and dusted – it has indeed 
been a busy period in the UN. 

Let me applaud my col-
leagues across the UN family 
for sustaining the engagement 
and thank all our partners in 
government and across civil so-
ciety and the private sector for 
your engagement.

Responding to the health 
and socio-economic impact of 
the pandemic and providing the 
impetus and technical support 
towards achieving Ghana’s aim 
of becoming self-reliant contin-
ue to remain our key objectives. 

In this edition of the UN Gha-
na newsletter, the second in the 
year, we are pleased to present 
our collaborative efforts to ac-
celerate progress and improve 
accountability.  Our coordinat-
ed humanitarian support in re-
sponse to the gas explosion in 
Apeatse, in the Western region 
of Ghana; some work around the 
sustenance of peace and secu-
rity; empowering local entrepre-
neurs to meet global export re-
quirements; and joint advocacy 
on critical cross cutting areas 
such as gender, health and HIV/
AIDS, are but a few of our work 
in the past couple of months.

With the support of the agen-
cies, funds and programmes, the

 Office of the UN Resident Coor-
dinator will continue to provide 
the desired leadership to enable 
an effective joined-up approach 
to development in furtherance 
of the development objec-
tive of the country we serve. 

Enjoy the May 2022 edition 
of our newsletter. 

            

Remaining committed
From the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office

Charles Abani

Mr. Charles Abani
UN Resident Coordinator, Ghana

Some staff members of UN in Ghana.
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Disaster risk is described 
as the likelihood of loss of life, 
injury or destruction and dam-
age from a disaster in a given 
period of time. Such losses can 
be devastating and could derail 
years of development progress. 
The impact of disasters can also 
impact people differently.  For 
instance, it is widely recognized 
that the level and quality of de-
velopment, to a large extent, 
determines the way in which 
hazards impact on people and 
economies. It is therefore im-
portant that policies, strategies 
and practices are developed 
and applied to reduce the risk of 
disasters to help protect people 
and their property, health, live-
lihoods and productive assets. 

Referred to as Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR), this approach 
requires an all-of-society en-
gagement and partnership.

In early 2022, as part of its 
humanitarian works and DRR 
mechanism, the UN Coun-
try Team in Ghana conduct-
ed needs assessments, pro-
vided emergency support to 
communities affected by tidal 
waves, floods and an explo-
sion, and strengthened capac-
ity in contingency planning. 

For instance, in January 
2022, mining explosives being 
carried in a truck detonated 
at Apeatse, along the Bogo-
so-Bawdie road in the Western 

Region of Ghana resulting in 
deaths, injuries and destruction 
of properties in the community. 
Fourteen people lost their lives 
and 75 people were injured and 
were admitted at various treat-
ment centers. Children without 
parental care were particularly 
vulnerable. About 300 houses 
and structures in sections of 
the community were destroyed 
resulting in over 179 residents 
being displaced. Data gathered 
show that seventy-three (73) 
basic school students, including 
thirty-seven (37 females-50.7%) 
and thirty-six (36 males- 49.3%) 
were part of the Internal-
ly Displaced Persons (IDPs). 
Some schools were damaged.

UN in Ghana’s Emergency Preparedness and Response Team 
– The Apeatse story 

UNICEF Education Officer and Emergency Response Focal 
Point, Chris Nkrumah interacting with a mother in Apeatse.

UNFPA Programme Analyst in charge of Reproductive 
Health and Humanitarian Assistance,  Dr. Claudia Donkor 
interacting with a displaced woman.
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The Inter-Agency Work-
ing Group on Emergencies 
(IAWGE) in Ghana, chaired by 
UNICEF, coordinated with the 
National Disaster Management 
Organisation (NADMO), line 
Ministries and local authori-
ties and discussed the imme-
diate and longer-term needs. 

Within a few days, the IAWGE, 
represented by UNICEF, WFP, 
UNFPA, UNHCR, IOM, WHO, and 
World Vision International, un-
dertook a joint field mission 
with NADMO. The objectives 
were to distribute emergency 
supplies to the affected fami-
lies, and to conduct an assess-
ment to determine the impact 
of the explosions on people, 
and further support required. 

Within 48 hours, the IAWGE 
presented essential medical 
supplies and trauma response 
kits to the Regional Health Di-
rectorate to support the man-
agement of injured persons. 
Agencies also distributed 
tents, water, sanitation and hy-
giene items, and dignity kits.

The immediate medical 
needs of the affected commu-
nity, especially pregnant wom-
en and adolescent girls were 
met. The items provided con-
tributed to the speedy recov-
ery and discharge of the af-
fected people. Antenatal care 
services for pregnant women 

were not disrupted as a result. 

Technical support provided 
was to ensure the accessibility 
to continuous health services, 
especially for the most vulner-
able in the community, and to 
curb the spread of COVID-19. 
Furthermore, the Disaster Re-
sponse Committee received 
enhanced knowledge to in-
clude persons with disabilities 
in its plans to ensure that the 
specific needs of people with 
disabilities are addressed, as 
part of the integrated and inclu-
sive approach to the response. 

The communities, including 
children and women, also re-
ceived tents.  A Circle of Support 
and Child Protection Committee 
therefore extended psychoso-
cial support to children, ado-
lescents and those at risk of 
gender-based violence (GBV). 

Findings of the needs as-
sessment further informed 
the IAWGE to re-strategize to 
meet the immediate to me-
dium-term needs of families 
displaced by the explosion. As 
a result, additional 40 fami-
ly-size tents were donated as 
a number of the affected fam-
ilies were still residing in the 
separate temporary accom-
modation provided in hotels.

In the area of Water, San-
itation and Hygiene (WASH) 

services, the team noted that 
the Municipality had a strong 
Works Department and Envi-
ronmental Health and Sanita-
tion (EHS) Unit. The Municipal 
Works Engineer effectively su-
pervised the construction of the 
displaced persons camp, with 
support from various actors, 
including mining companies 
operating in the municipali-
ty. The EHS Unit also provided 
clear directives for good sani-
tation and hygiene in the camp.  

The longer-term issue of food 
security and livelihoods were 
also discussed as Apeatse is 
predominantly an agrarian com-
munity and agriculture is a major 
source of economic activities.  

Through its support to NAD-
MO and other agencies, the 
United Nations in Ghana and 
its partners will continue to 
provide technical assistance 
and build capacity for con-
tingency planning and emer-
gency interventions in Ghana. 

The UN Country Team is 
also coordinating with key ac-
tors regarding the Sahel cri-
sis spillover to coastal coun-
tries such as Ghana, and is 
implementing programmes to 
strengthen the resilience of in-
stitutions and communities.

UN in Ghana’s Emergency Preparedness and Response Team (Cont.)
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INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT & COVID-19 RECOVERY

TOP: Group picture of key stakeholders launching the report Ghana: Roadmap for Resilient and Infrastructure in a Chang-
ing Climate. BELOW: A cross section of the audience at the Dialogue; Ifeoma Charles-Monwuba, UNOPS Director and
Representative in Ghana addressing the audience.

A new report outlining Gha-
na’s current and future needs 
for climate change adaptation, 
co-written by UNOPS, has been 
launched in Accra.  The Report, 
“Ghana: Roadmap for Resilient 
and Infrastructure in a Changing 
Climate” provides Ghana with a 
resilient infrastructure roadmap 
to help build a sustainable, in-
clusive and resilient infrastruc-

ture such as power distribution 
lines, homes, roads and drains.

Designed to be aligned with, 
and to inform Ghana’s national 
strategic development and pol-
icy plans, the report includes 
a strong focus on solutions 
that work with nature and that 
safeguard physical and insti-
tutional components of Gha-
na’s infrastructure system. 

The launch of the report 
coincided with  a Ministeri-
al Dialogue on Financing Cli-
mate Resilient Infrastructure 
in Ghana. Participants at the 
Dialogue called for the urgent 
need to adapt to potential im-
pacts of climate change to sus-
tain Ghana’s progress towards 
the attainment of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

Paving the way for more sustainable, inclusive & resilient 
infrastructure solutions in Ghana

https://ghana.un.org/en/175798-ghana-roadmap-resilient-infrastructure
https://ghana.un.org/en/175798-ghana-roadmap-resilient-infrastructure
https://ghana.un.org/en/175798-ghana-roadmap-resilient-infrastructure
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INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT & COVID-19 RECOVERY

Award recipients in a group picture with the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, UN 
Secretary-General Special Envoy on Road Safety, H.E. Jean Todt (3rd from right) and the United Nations Under Secre-
tary-General and Executive Secretary of the ECA, H.E. Dr. Vera Songwe (1st from right)

The Secretariat of the United-Nations Sec-
retary-General’s Special Envoy for Road Safe-
ty, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), 
and the Ministry of Transport of the Repub-
lic of Ghana, with the support of the Kofi An-
nan Foundation, have launched the first-ever 
Kofi Annan Road Safety Award in Accra, Ghana.

The Award, named after the late United Na-
tions Secretary-General and founder of the Kofi 
Annan Foundation, Kofi Annan, in recognition of 
his contribution to the area of road safety “is to 
raise awareness about road safety and to moti-
vate key stakeholders - government, the private 
sector, and civil society organizations to devel-
op and implement innovations to save lives on 
Africa’s roads”.  Mr. Annan brought the issue of 
Road Safety and Road Traffic Victims to the Unit-
ed Nations agenda at the beginning of the 2000s.

Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Morocco and Na-
mibia were named winners of the first ever Kofi 
Annan Road Safety Award for their contributions 
to road safety on the continent. Read more.

First-ever Kofi Annan Road Safety Award held in Ghana

Ghana recieved the award of Excellence in the Implementa-
tion of the Africa Road Safety Action Plan

https://ghana.un.org/en/175718-first-ever-kofi-annan-road-safety-awards-held-ghana
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HEALTH

In 2007, Christopher was 
a young man in school with a 
dream. His mother, a single par-
ent, was the breadwinner for the 
family. Life was ‘normal’ until 
he started experiencing some 
health problems.  “I encountered 
difficulty walking for no reason,” 
he explained, noting that “ac-
cessing the right health care was 
near impossible due to lack of 
funds. The health centres I went 
to did not know what the problem 
was. It took nine years before I 
was finally diagnosed and now, 
I find myself in a wheel chair”.

Speaking at the National 
Roundtable on Noncommuni-
cable Diseases (NCDs) held in 
Accra recently, Christopher said 
he was sharing his story and 
speaking “on behalf of many 
people out there who cannot af-
ford the cost of health care and 

as a result they end up with debil-
itating diseases such as NCDs.”

NCDs are cardiovascular dis-
eases (such as heart attacks 
and stroke), cancers, chronic 
respiratory diseases (such as 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease and asthma) and dia-
betes. The prevalence of these 
diseases and their risk factors 
have increased over time, kill-
ing 41 million people each year, 
equivalent to 71% of all deaths 
globally, and occurring main-
ly among people aged between 
30 and 70 years. According to 
available data, NCD deaths are 
currently affecting people below 
50 years, the productive pop-
ulation in many societies. Dr. 
Barnabas Kwame Yeboah, Di-
rector of Nursing and Midwife-
ry at the Ministry of Health said 
this is alarming as it impacts 
negatively on the socio-eco-

nomic fabric of every society.

The good thing is that 
most NCDs-related deaths 
can be avoided or delayed.

To forge ahead a common 
global agenda to prevent and 
control NCDs, and tackle the 
challenges that come with the 
increasing prevalence of NCDs, 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) convened an internation-
al strategic dialogue on NCDs 
and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). The event, 
held in Accra, was co-hosted 
by the Governments of Ghana 
and Norway, and was attended 
by several heads of states, first 
ladies, the private sector, gov-
ernment and development part-
ners and health practitioners 
across the world. Read more.

Noncommunicable Diseases and the SDGs – Actionable 
steps required to prevent and control the Surge

Christopher speaking at the national roundtable. A cross section of the audience at the International Strategic 
Dialogue on NCDs and the SDGs.

https://ghana.un.org/en/177996-noncommunicable-diseases-and-sdgs-actionable-steps-required-prevent-and-control-surge
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HEALTH

First quarter national HIV highlights Building 
strong com-
munity health 
system to 
leave no one 
behind

The first quarter national HIV 
highlights focus on gathering and 
analysing high-quality data and 
taking action to address identi-
fied challenges in reaching the 
95-95-95 HIV targets and nation-
al and sub-national indicators.

At a meeting, co-chaired by the 
Ghana AIDS Commission and UN-
AIDS, the Christian Health Associa-
tion of Ghana (CHAG) and the West 
Africa AIDS Programme to Combat 
AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Dis-
eases (WAPCAS) presented data 
on their respective performance 
as principal recipients of the Glob-
al Fund New Funding Model (NFM) 
III grant. Other participants includ-
ed the National AIDS Control Pro-
gramme (NACP), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Centres 
for Disease Control (CDC), and the 
United States President’s Emergen-
cy Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

NACP reported that the achieve-
ment towards the 95-95-95 targets, 
based on Programme data, was 
88-79-79. There have been 68,812 
total tests completed, which rep-
resents a 30% testing coverage. 
Of those tested, 54,321 were viral-
ly suppressed. New partnerships 
are being formed to explore new 
technologies for viral load testing.

The point of care devices 
are particularly promising and 
should be further explored to im-
prove testing coverage for adult 
and paediatric populations.

Stakeholders discussed how 
best to correct issues with the esti-
mation of the second 95 HIV target 
and agreed to propose a national-
ly representative Data Quality As-
sessment (DQA) to assess the data 
quality and correct errors. They 
also agreed to flag key issues for 
engagement with policymakers 
including the Minister of Health.

The United Na-
tions Development 
Programme (UNDP) in 
partnership with the 
Ministry of Health and 
the Ghana Health Ser-
vice, with funding from 
the Government of Ja-
pan, has been imple-
menting series of inter-
ventions to strengthen 
health systems at the 
community level for 
improved health out-
comes.

The project dubbed: 
Strengthening Com-
munity Health System 
to Support the Conti-
nuity of Essential Ser-
vices for the Vulner-
able during and post 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
is strengthening the 
capacity of health fa-
cilities and Commu-
nity-Based Health 
Planning and Services 
(CHPS) in underserved 
urban communities 
to provide health ser-
vices.  Read more. 

Group picture of participants at the HIV national review meeting.

https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/presscenter/articles/2022/building-strong-community-health-system--a-key-step-to-leaving-n.html
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HEALTH

IBM National Project Officer, IOM Ghana, Kojo Wilmot handing over the equipment to the BMAs at Paga

IOM donates PPEs to support border management and 
response to public health crisis

The International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM), with funding from the Govern-
ment of Japan, through the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA), donated 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to the 
Border Management Agencies (BMAs) at the 
Paga, Elubo, and Aflao borders respectively.

According to Kojo Wilmot, Immigration and 
Border Management (IBM) Officer, IOM Gha-
na, the items will ensure “that effective bor-
der management practices are implemented 
at all the Points of Entry (POE) in a coordinat-
ed manner to ensure that all border users in-
cluding the BMAs, border residents and truck 

drivers do not pose any public health risks.”

This donation forms part of the “Enhanc-
ing Border Management Capacity for Respond-
ing to Public Health Crisis Including COVID-19” 
project, which is currently being implement-
ed in five West African countries – Côte d’Ivo-
ire, Benin, Togo, Burkina Faso, and Ghana.

“We commend JICA for funding the proj-
ect, and we assure the donor that the items 
donated would be utilized well” said A.C.I. 
Joshua Krakue, upon receiving the items 
on behalf of the head of the Border Securi-
ty Committee at the Elubo border.  Read more.

https://rodakar.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-donates-ppes-border-management-agencies
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HEALTH

UNICEF Senior Advisor for Newborn and Adolescent 
Health, Tedbabe Degefie fits a new wool hat on a newborn at 
the Nadowli Newborn Care Unit funded by UNICEF. 

A beneficiary of the Livelihood Empowerment Against 
Poverty Programme. 

UNICEF senior health 
official visits project sites

Impact Evaluation Baseline 
commissioned for LEAP+

UNICEF received Dr. Tedbabe Degefie 
HaleGebriel, Senior Advisor for Newborn and Ado-
lescent Health from the Headquarters Office. Her 
visit aimed at observing how programmes fund-
ed by donors such as the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, GAVI and the Government of Ja-
pan have made an impact in reducing new-born 
deaths, improving quality care for babies and 
mothers at health centers, as well as address-
ing and scaling pneumonia prevention in Ghana. 

She visited health centers and communities in 
Accra, Upper West and the Eastern regions and 
interacted with mothers on their experience while 
receiving care before, during and after pregnancy. 

Dr. HaleGebriel also had the opportunity to meet 
with partners and key stakeholders who ensure 
implementation of these funded programmes.

commissioned the Livelihood Empowerment 
Against Poverty plus programme (LEAP+) Inte-
grated Social Services (ISS) impact evaluation 
baseline. 

The objective of the evaluation was to assess 
the household and child level impacts of com-
bining LEAP with complementary social services 
through the ISS Initiative. The evaluation aimed 
to assess the outcomes such as consumption, 
food security and nutrition, access to NHIS, health 
services, health seeking and morbidity, econom-
ic productive activities, education and school 
attendance, and child protection outcomes re-
lated to child marriage and domestic violence. 
It also sought to review the impact of the LEAP 
programme in combination with complementary 
services on gender dynamics and inclusiveness 
for beneficiary households and communities. 

A validation workshop was held in March 
2022, which enabled the research team to share 
key findings from the preliminary report with key 
stakeholders. Participants discussed and identi-
fied strategic areas of improvement to enhance 
impacts of the LEAP+ISS programme. Recom-
mendations and feedback from the participants 
are being incorporated into the final report.

UNICEF, in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Gender, Children and Social Protection and other 
Social Protection Sector Development Partners, 
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PEACE AND SECURITY

Youth and community engagement ongoing.

The UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), with support 
from the governments of Neth-
erlands and Sweden, has been 

mobilizing stakeholders such as 
youth and women groups, tradi-
tional authorities, Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) and state 
institutions at the local level, 

especially in border communi-
ties to support efforts towards 
preventing violent extremism 
and conflicts through training 
and engagements. Read more.

IOM Ghana in collaboration 
with the Ministry of the Inte-
rior, hosted a regional border 
management workshop which 
brought together eight coun-
tries in the Gulf of Guinea and 
Sahel regions. The workshop, 
funded by the German Feder-
al Foreign Office, provided a 
platform for Benin, Côte d’Ivo-
ire, Ghana and Togo and their 

neighbours in the Sahel (Burki-
na Faso, Mali, Niger and Nigeria) 
to share experiences and de-
velop recommendations to im-
prove border management and 
border security in the region.

West African countries face 
common perennial challeng-
es in managing their borders, 
including, for example, inade-

quate infrastructure and equip-
ment; management of numer-
ous irregular border crossing 
points; migration data man-
agement and the existence of 
cross border trafficking and 
smuggling networks. This sit-
uation is further exacerbated 
by contemporary challenges, 
such as the emergence of vi-
olent extremism. Read more.

Hon. Sajjan interacted with 
these key population commu-
nity volunteers and encouraged 
them to continue learning.  “Do 
not underestimate what you 
do, Canada is proud to support 

you”, He told the volunteers.

Addressing the audience, 
UNAIDS Country Director, An-
gela Trenton-Mbonde informed 
how UNAIDS’ work enables the 

targeting of funds to impact-
ful interventions and ensures 
that the voices of key popula-
tions and civil society are heard.

Resolving conflict through youth-led engagements

IOM hosts Regional Border Management workshop

Canadian Ministerial Visit (cont. from pg 18)

https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/presscenter/articles/2022/resolving-conflict-with-youth-led-engagements.html
https://rodakar.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-hosts-regional-border-management-workshop?fbclid=IwAR2JCnskGnGZSyJzH43MIAkAQ7ryNirjpf7yy17vz1ZqlW3jwsOk15DtiFY


12 United Nations in Ghana

PEACE AND SECURITY

Group photo of participants at IOM Regional Border Management workshop

RIGHT: Dr. Claudia 
Donkor, Program Analyst 
in charge of Reproductive 
Health and Humanitarian 
Assistance, UNFPA Ghana, 
presenting on target areas. 

IBM Prog. Manager, IOM Ghana, Nnamdi Nwuora making 
a presentation on border security and management.

As part of the UN 
Trust Fund for Human 
Security joint UN proj-
ect seeking to enhance 
community resilience 
and social cohesion 
at certain border com-
munities in northern 
Ghana, IOM and UN-
FPA have organized 
an inaugural meeting 
of a Programme Co-
ordination Committee 
on Immigration and 
Border Management 
(IBM) programming. 
The coordination com-
mittee will provide a 
platform to enhance 
coordination and in-
formation sharing on 

IBM projects with rele-
vant ministries, depart-
ments and agencies 
to ensure the projects 
have the intended im-
pact and continue to 
respond to the objec-
tives of the Govern-
ment of Ghana (GoG).  

The coordination 
committee will explore 
synergies and comple-
mentarities with GoG 
and IBM programming.

IOM and UNFPA Programme Coordination Committee
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ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE ACTION

Forests and sustainable 
production & consumption 

Forests cover nearly a third of the earth’s 
surface and support the livelihoods of more than 
1.5 billion people around the world. Yet, 80% of 
natural forests have either been cleared or de-
graded with the world losing over 12 million hect-
ares of primary forests between 2019 and 2020. 

Initiatives like the Cocoa Life Programme be-
ing implemented by UNDP, Cocoa Board, Forest-
ry     Commission, with support from Mondelez 
International, are providing solutions by promot-
ing sustainable agricultural production. Through 
the programme, farmers like Grace and Naomi are 
helping to restore degraded forest reserves like 
the Ayum Forest Reserve by planting economic 
trees in degraded forest reserve land. Read more.

Women break traditional 
gender roles to tackle cli-
mate change 

Building resilient communities that with-
stand and adapt to the impacts of climate change 
can start with the hard work of women like Sarah 
Gyamfuah, a young single mother who’s break-
ing traditional gender roles in Ghana. As team 
leader on a bridge construction project over-
seeing scores of workers, Ms Gyamfuah is con-
tributing to the sustainability of her communi-
ty and gaining valuable skills and experience 
for her personal development at the same time.

Ms Gyamfuah and other women from Eju-
ra, a suburb of the Sekyere Edumase Munic-
ipal Assembly in the Ashanti Region, are tak-
ing part in a European Union-funded Cash for 
Work action under the Boosting Green Employ-
ment and Enterprise Opportunities in Ghana, 
or GrEEn project with technical support from 
the UN Capital Development Fund.  Read more.

Some female Cash for Work beneficiaries 

https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/blog/2022/forests-and-sustainable-production-and-consumption-.html
https://www.uncdf.org/article/7528/in-ghana-women-break-traditional-gender-roles-to-tackle-climate-change
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND PROSPERITY

Ghanaian cosmetic entrepreneurs trained in soap 
making for export  

While there is undoubt-
edly great potential to develop 
a professional cosmetic in-
dustry in Ghana as the country 
has some talented formulators, 
experienced entrepreneurs, 
and a range of potentially in-
teresting raw materials, there 
is still much to be done to 
convert this resource into a 
viable sustainable industry. 

The United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organiza-
tion (UNIDO), through the Eu-
ropean Union-funded West 
Africa Competitiveness Pro-
gramme (WACOMP) in Ghana, 
is implementing activities to 
enhance knowledge sharing and 
strengthen market access for 
Ghana’s young entrepreneurs 
in the natural cosmetics sector. 

WACOMP-Ghana has or-
ganised cosmetics formula-
tion training for entrepreneurs 
formulating natural cosmet-

ic products for the domes-
tic market to scale up their 
manufacturing standards 
for the international market.

During the 4-days train-
ing session, 35 SMEs focused 
on using standards for Shea 
butter-based creams, hand-
craft soap bars, lip balms and 
black soap cosmetics for lo-
cal and international markets. 

This is part of UNIDO’s initia-
tive to build back stronger with 
women and youth-led business-
es, and also enhance collabora-
tion and trust building among 
different entrepreneurs to en-
hance their competitiveness.    

Last year, WACOMP-Ghana 
trained 110 cosmetics SMEs 
on handcraft cosmetics formu-
lation in Tamale, Kumasi and 
Accra. The trained SMEs re-
ceive constant technical back-
stopping and remote coaching 
on how to maintain their newly 

acquired competencies and en-
sure their competitiveness. All 
trained SMEs have a common 
WhatsApp platform which facili-
tates communication among the 
SMEs and the resource person. 

Madam Christabel Ofori, 
producer of Flocare beauty 
products, a 100% natural skin 
and hair care product most-
ly targeting mothers and new-
born babies had been read-
ing theories on producing safe 
skin formulations for hand-
craft soaps for her personal 
use but was having challeng-
es standardising her product.

Christabel said: “Before this 
training by UNIDO, I had some 
theoretical knowledge about 
home processing of hand-
craft soap, but the training 
helped me to put it into prac-
tice. We learnt about the right 
and safe techniques, soap de-
signs and commercialising our 
soaps for the global market.”

Training participants exhibiting their skills in soap cutting

https://wacompghana.org/
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND PROSPERITY

UNCDF’s investment platform to leverage the wider UN 
system expertise in Ghana

In line with its new Stra-
tegic Framework 2022-2025, 
UN Capital Development Fund 
(UNCDF) is extending its fi-
nancial instruments to other 
UN agencies and programmes 
within the UN system in Ghana. 

The UNCDF team in Gha-
na has organized an ad-hoc 
meeting with the UN Country 
Team to share knowledge on 
the blended finance vehicles 

promoted by UNCDF and the 
work of its investment platform.

At the meeting, the UN Res-
ident Coordinator, Mr Charles 
Abani highlighted the impor-
tance for all UN agencies in 
Ghana to use existing finan-
cial expertise and services of-
fered by UNCDF to ‘connect the 
dots’ among sister agencies 
and thus creating a more sus-
tainable impact in the Country.

Investment Specialist, Ms. 
Tracy Kroner presented the 
unique mandate of UNCDF to 
directly extend loans and guar-
antees to private sector entities 
to support development objec-
tives. 

The UNCDF Country Lead, 
Mr. Enea Stocco, reiterat-
ed their commitment to syn-
ergize with other UN agen-
cies in Ghana to mobilize 
public and private finance.

Ms. Tracy Kroner making a presentationUNCDF meeting with UN Country Team

UNIDO supports nine IRCA Certified ISO 22000 Lead Au-
ditors
To contribute, promote-

and accelerate inclusive and 
sustainable industrial devel-
opment, and ensure that the 
targeted project value chain 
actors in Ghana meet the re-
quirements of the national and 
internationally recognized best 
practice, UNIDO  WACOMP–
Ghana supported nine qual-
ity experts who successfully 

passed the IRCA Certified ISO 
22000 Lead Auditors exams. 

The certified lead auditors 
will support SMEs in the fruits 
and cassava value chain to im-
plement the needed Good Man-
ufacturing Practices (GMPs) 
and all compliance require-
ments.  A brief graduation cer-
emony was held for the suc-

cessful candidates in March.

Building the competence of 
national experts is extremely 
strategic for Ghana, UNIDO, and 
the European Union as it ensures 
that the number of certified au-
ditors increases in the coun-
try, which would in turn make 
businesses more competitive.

http://c//Users/UNCDF 2/Downloads/2-7-22 SF 2022-2025 PPC copy.pdf
http://c//Users/UNCDF 2/Downloads/2-7-22 SF 2022-2025 PPC copy.pdf
https://www.uncdf.org/least-developed-countries-investment-platform
https://wacompghana.org/
https://wacompghana.org/
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Group photo of IRCA graduates with UNIDO team

Group photo of training participants

Mr. Fakhruddin Azizi, the UNIDO 
Representative to Ghana and Libe-
ria congratulated the graduates and 
encouraged them to apply their skills 
as part of capacity building and to 
support Ghana in its industrializa-
tion drive. 

Last year, UNIDO through WA-

COMP supported 10 experts to be 
IRCA ISO 9001:2015 lead auditor 
certified and also launched a re-
source pool quality training for 
41 quality experts to increase the 
pool of national experts and en-
hance experts’ knowledge on ISO 
22 000, ISO 9001, and ISO 22 716. 

The Horticultur-
al mango sub-sector 
in Ghana is confront-
ed with many chal-
lenges which include 
the incidence of pests 
and diseases and 
abuse of agrochem-
icals which affect 
the exports of fruits. 

Prominent among 
these horticultural 
crops which have seri-
ous disease problems 
is mango. Bacterial 
Black Spot (BBS) was 
first observed in Ghana 
in 2012 and has reached 
an epidemic level in 
most areas in Ghana 
where mango is grown. 

BBS can cause 
80% yield loss if not 
controlled and is cur-
rently the number 
one problem of man-
go farmers in Ghana. 

UNIDO as part of 
addressing issues re-
lating to the confor-
mity of quality exports 
of mango exports or-
ganised four days of 
training for selected 
mango farmers and the 
Agriculture Extension 
Agents (AEAs) working 
in the districts to con-
trol the spread and the 
right way to use the 
agrochemicals to meet 
export requirements.

With support 
from United Nations 
Industrial Develop-
ment Organization 
(UNIDO) led project, 
WACOMP–Ghana, 48 
mango farmers and 
20 Agric Extension of-
ficers in two districts 
have been trained on 
Plant Disease Con-
trol and safe handling 
of Agro-chemicals.

Supporting Mango Farmers in Ghana to 
control Bacteria Black Spot disease
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Ms Clemens and Ms Nicholls at Premium Foods Ltd. Ms Clemens and Ms Nicholls withnessing the departure of 
truck load of products to Burkina Faso.

WFP facilitates export of Super Cereal to Burkina Faso
Building on recent work in 

strengthening food value chains 
in Ghana, the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) and partners 
have increased their support to 
Premium Foods Ltd, an assist-
ed private sector agro-proces-
sor, to produce specialized nu-
tritious foods for consumption 
within Ghana and for export to 
the West Africa sub-region. Be-
tween December 2021 and April 
2022, Premium Foods has been 
supported to obtain contracts 
of some 4,000 metric tonnes of 
Super Cereal, a specialized nu-
tritious food, out of which 1,800 
metric tonnes have been pro-
duced and dispatched to Burki-
na Faso, to reduce malnutrition 
in the worst affected areas. 

   
Premium Foods is one of two 

agro-processors which WFP 
supported, with funding from 
Canada, under its Enhanced 
Nutrition and Value Chains ini-
tiative implemented from 2016-
2021. The technical guidance 
and financial grant which the 
company was provided with, 
contributed to the construction 

of an ultra-modern factory with 
an annual production capac-
ity of 96,000 metric tonnes of 
cereals. Commissioned by His 
Excellency Nana Addo Dankwa 
Akufo Addo, President of the Re-
public of Ghana in 2021, the fac-
tory is generating hundreds of 
jobs, and is a reliable market for 
small-holder farmers. Its prod-
ucts of specialized nutritious 
foods are important to reduce 
malnutrition, a growing con-
cern in West Africa, especially 
in Burkina Faso where violence 
and climate change have exac-
erbated the rate of malnutrition. 

“We are seeing the results of 
strategic partnership between 
the Government of Ghana, Can-
ada and WFP through Premium 
Foods Ltd. We are witnessing 
what the multiplier effect could 
be for Ghana in terms of its GDP 
and improving the livelihoods of 
smallholder farmers”, said Ms 
Barbara Clemens, WFP Repre-
sentative and Country Director, 
during a visit to the factory in 
April 2022, with Ms. Sara Nich-
olls, Head of Cooperation at the 
Canadian High Commission 

“Standing in this factory, I feel 
the impact it has on small-holder 
farmers, and I know this will re-
sult in children eating nutritious 
foods. Canada is in Ghana to 
make a difference, to help create 
jobs and to help lift up Ghanaian 
excellence”, said Ms Nicholls as 
she witnessed the dispatch of 
five trucks loaded with Super 
Cereal enroute to Burkina Faso.

Support for agro-proces-
sors and the export of Super 
Cereal, outlines the trajectory 
of WFP’s development work in 
Ghana as it continues to align 
with the “Ghana Beyond Aid” 
vision for national economic 
self-sufficiency and the Ghana 
CARES Covid-19 response pro-
gramme which identifies agri-
culture and agro-processing as 
key development priorities. The 
UN will continue to forge stra-
tegic partnerships to strength-
en Ghana’s food systems and 
value chains, while leveraging 
intra African trade opportu-
nities to contribute to reduce 
malnutrition in West Africa.
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The UN team, led by the UN RC, Mr. Charles Abani observes 
the impact of Canadian-funded health projects.

UNAIDS Country Director, Angela Trenton-Mbonde brief-
ing Hon. Sajjan and his team.

Canadian and UN officials in a group picture with Hon. 
Sajjan (3rd from left).

Group photo of Canadian and UN team with WAPCAS.

UN engages Canadian Ministerial Delegation to Ghana 
The UN in Ghana engaged 

the Minister of International De-
velopment and Minister for the 
Pacific Economic Development 
Agency of Canada, Honour-
able Harjit S. Sajjan, during his 
working visit to Ghana in March. 
The Minister’s visit focused 
on vaccination efforts against 
COVID-19, economic recovery 
after the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and Canadian development 
programming in the country. 

To observe the impact made 
so far in the lives of children 

and adolescents through Can-
ada-funded projects, a team 
comprising UNICEF and UN-
FPA staff, led by the UN Res-
ident Coordinator visited 
health centers and commu-
nities in Northern region and 
interacted with beneficiaries. 

Hon. Sajjan, accompa-
nied by the H.E. Kati Csaba, 
High Commissioner of Can-
ada to Ghana handed over 
309,600 doses of AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccines to the Min-
istry of Health and the Ghana 

Health Services, represented 
by Dr. Patrick Kuma Aboagye.

To illustrate how Canadian 
investment in the Global Fund 
was being used to address hu-
man rights issues in the HIV 
response, Peer Educators, Peer 
Paralegals and Drop-in Centre 
Attendants at the Ghana-West 
Africa Program to Combat AIDS 
and STI (WAPCAS) exhibit-
ed their hand-made products, 
made possible as a result of 
skills acquired from available 
WAPCAS training programme.

(cont. from pg 11)
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TOP: Returnees waiting for their turn to go through immi-
gration process; BOTTOM: Snr. Operations Officer, IOM 
Ghana, Tonny Jacquaye assisting a student on arrival with 
procedures.

A customs officer flanked by a police officer and IOM Ghana 
Operations Assistant with a returnee in customs process.

IOM Ghana welcomes close to 300 migrants back home
The International Organiza-

tion for Migration (IOM) assist-
ed 292 migrants (including 24 
female and 246 male adults, 14 
children and 8 infants) to return 
to Ghana from Libya on two char-
ter flights. To ensure a smooth 
reception process, IOM worked 
closely with all key stakehold-
ers of the Government of Ghana.

The charter flights were 
made possible through the 
EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Mi-
grant Protection and Reinte-
gration Project funded by the 
European Union (EU) Emer-
gency Trust Fund for Africa 
and implemented by the IOM. 

Upon arrival, returnees were 
tested for COVID-19, and pro-
vided either their 1st or 2nd 
dosage of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion, an obligatory measure for 
all arriving international pas-
sengers, at the airport, intro-
duced by Government last year 
to curb the spread of the vi-
rus in the country. Read more. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Regional Integration, with support from the 
IOM country office in Ghana, assisted a total of 
thirty-two students (16 men and 16 women) who 
fled the current crisis in Ukraine to return home.

The students expressed their gratitude to the 
Government of Ghana, IOM, as well as the people 
and Governments of Romania/Hungary for host-
ing them temporarily. They were glad to be back 
home safely, hoping to continue with their studies.

Since the beginning of the war, at least 
150,000 people have received direct assis-
tance from IOM in Ukraine, including food, non-
food and hygiene items, cash, mental health 
and psychosocial support, as well as via in-

formation campaigns to help prevent human 
trafficking and sexual exploitation and abuse.

As required psychological screenings were 
conducted for all returnees in collaboration 
with NADMO, Port Health and the Universi-
ty of Ghana Social Welfare department. Indi-
vidual cases were identified for one-on-one 
follow ups and information on how to access 
Psychosocial support services were provided.

https://rodakar.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-welcomes-close-300-migrants-back-home
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UN Ghana joins hands to demonstrate their commitment 
to #BreakTheBias

On Internation-
al Women’s Day, the 
UN in Ghana joined 
partners at a national 
seminar on “Climate 

Change, Empowering 
the Ghanaian Woman 
for Sustainable Tomor-
row”, emphasizing the 
need to break the bias 
in Ghana and globally.

The event, led by 
the Ministry of Gender, 
Children and Social 
Protection with support 
from key stakeholders 
and partners, including 

the UN in Ghana, was 
attended by students, 
traditional leaders, Civil 
Society Organisations, 
government and de-
velopment partners.

UNICEF also sup-
ported six youth advo-
cates to publish blog 
writings and newspa-
per opinions highlight-
ing the importance 
of women’s empow-
erment and gender 
equality for environ-
mental sustainability. 

The UN system used 
its various platforms to 
advocate for   women’s 
rights to  #BreakThe-
Bias and profile young 
women leading ef-
forts in climate action.

From L-R: Eric Akomanyi, UN Gender Team Technical Lead; Selina Owusu, National Pro-
gramme Analyst in Charge of Gender, UNFPA; UN Resident Coordinator, Charles Abani; 
Agnes KAYITANKORE (PhD, Deputy Country Rep, UNFPA; Ifeoma Charles-Monwuba, 
UNOPS Director and Representative in Ghana.

A cross section of the audience at the Forum.
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UNCDF and Bank of Ghana advocate for Women as 
Builders of Digital Economies on IWD

The UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) 
and the Bank of Ghana held a breakfast meeting 
with stakeholders from the Digital Financial Ser-
vices (DFS) sector to deliberate on the role of DFS 
in advancing women’s economic independence 
in Ghana as part of activities to mark IWD’22

The event was on the theme Women as Build-
ers of Digital Economies in Ghana; A Call to Ac-
tion to Close the Gender Gap in Access to and 
Usage of Digital Financial Services in Ghana 
and brought together key stakeholders such 
as the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Gen-
der, Children and Social Protection, the UN 
Resident Coordinator, the BoG as well as rep-
resentatives from private sector institutions. 

The event also served as a platform for UN-
CDF to highlight its market system approach that 
leaves no women behind in the digital era: as of 
2021, more than 18,000 women and young girls in 
Ashanti and Western regions have access to dig-
ital services that empower them in their journey 

towards economic independence.  

 UNCDF also used the occasion to premiere a 
video showcasing its experience under the GrEEn 
Project in accelerating greater economic and em-
ployment opportunities for women and young 
girls through access to and usage of digital finan-
cial services. 

Participants at the breakfast meeting “Breaking the Bias”

Second Deputy Governor of the Bank of Ghana, Elsie Addo 
Awadzi
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World Water Day Taking visible actions 
to sustainably manage 
groundwater resources in 
the Decade of Action

The UN in Ghana joined partners to mark 
World Water Day at Dodowa, a suburb of Accra, 
the capital of Ghana, at which time the UN pre-
sented the UN World Water Development Report 
2022 to the Ministry of Sanitation and Water Re-
sources.  The Report findings are key to managing 
our water bodies. 

Representing the UN Resident Coordinator, 
the UNICEF Representative, Madam Anne-Claire 
Dufay reiterated the urgency for the efficient use 
of groundwater to ensure increased access to 
safe drinking water, to sustain sanitation sys-
tems, to support agriculture and industry, and 
to attain the Sustainable Development Goal 6.

Still on groundwater, it is projected that there 
is likely to be a global 40% groundwater deficit 
by 2030. This is expected to reduce global GDP 
by 6% in some regions of the world by 2050. 

In rural areas such as in the Yindongo com-
munity in the Upper East region of Ghana, Madam 
Agabeni Abaa and the other 100 women have im-
proved their livelihoods through dry season gar-
dening powered by groundwater sources. Part-
nerships between the Government, UNDP and the 
Adaptation Fund that enable access to ground-
water, are changing lives in underserved com-
munities in the Savannah region and four North-
ern regions of Ghana. Read More in this article 
by UNDP Country Representative Angela Lusigi.

(L to R): Okukrubour Nene Tei Kwesi Agyemang V, Chief of 
Dodowa; Anne-Claire Dufay, UNICEF Rep.; Donnan Tay, 
Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources;  & Mr. Abdoura-
hamane Diallo, UNESCO Country Office Rep.

A child pouring water

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380721
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380721
https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/blog/2022/taking-visible-actions-to-sustainably-manage-groundwater-resourc.html
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380721
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Harnessing Africa’s 
creativity and innovation to 
drive human development

Ghana marks Zero 
Discrimination Day

World Creativity and Innovation Day, cele-
brated on April 21, recognises creativity and inno-
vation as essential for ‘harnessing the economic 
potential of nations and creating momentum for 
the achievement of SDGs by transforming society, 
creating jobs and expanding opportunities for all, 
including women and youth’. 

Citizens are generating a wide variety of cre-
ative products that are contributing to Africa’s 
growth exports and boost development out-
comes. For instance Nigeria’s film industry (Nol-
lywood) produces over 2,000 films per year and 
employs more than one million people; Craft Ed-
ucation, an edtech innovation by Ghanaian social 
entrepreneur Rudolph is using creativity and in-
novation to create more inclusive and equitable 
access to education for children with disability; 
and 26-year-old Charlette N’Guessan, an Ivorian 
based in Ghana, developed BACE API, a software 
that uses facial recognition and artificial intelli-
gence to verify identities remotely, and one that 
is designed specifically to identify Africans. Read 
More

Providing accurate information on the 
ills of discrimination is key in eradicating it.

In this light, the Ghana AIDS Commission 
(GAC), in collaboration with UNAIDS Ghana, held 
a press briefing at the GAC Conference Room 
to commemorate Zero Discrimination Day. The 
2022 commemoration was on the theme: Re-
move laws that harm, create laws that empower.

Addressing the press, the Director General of 
Ghana AIDS Commission, Dr Kyeremeh Atuahene 
appealed to the public to desist from treating per-
sons living with HIV differently due to their health 
status.

Additionally, he revealed that 92% of women 
and 85% of men expressed unacceptable atti-
tudes towards persons living with HIV accord-
ing to the Demographic and Health Survey con-
ducted by the Ghana Statistical Service in 2014.

He further emphasised that all acts of stigma-
tisation and discrimination against persons living 
with HIV or affected persons were offences pun-
ishable by law.

The UNAIDS Country Director, Angela Tren-
ton-Mbonde urged all “not to discriminate but 
fight against discrimination and stigmatisation. 
Ending discrimination and changing laws is the 
responsibility of us all. Everyone can play a part 
in ending discrimination and try to make a dif-
ference, in ways both big and small,” Ms. Tren-
ton-Mbonde remarked. Watch press briefing.

Harnessing Africa’s creativity and innovation to drive human 
development. Photo © Leika Production.

https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/blog/2022/harnessing-africas-creativity-and-innovation-to-drive-human-deve.html
https://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/blog/2022/harnessing-africas-creativity-and-innovation-to-drive-human-deve.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1579965882370558&ref=sharing
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Contact Us

Trade
World Trade Promotion Orgonizations 
Conference and Awards co-hosted with 
the Ghana Export Promotion Authority.
17 - 18 May 2022; Accra, Ghana

SDGs
Voluntary National Review at the High 
Level Political Forum (HLPF) at the United 
Nations (UN) 
July 2022, New York

Climate Change
27th session of the Parties (COP27) to the 
UNFCCC
1 - 18 November; Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt

https://ghana.un.org P. O. Box GP 1423 Accra, Ghana 

No. 2 Fourth Avenue
East Ridge

rcs-unrcoghana@un.org

@UNinGhana

United Nations in Ghana

https://www.intracen.org/itc/events/tpo-network-world-conference-and-awards/
https://www.intracen.org/itc/events/tpo-network-world-conference-and-awards/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://unfccc.int/calendar/events-list
https://ghana.un.org/en
https://twitter.com/UNinGhana
https://www.facebook.com/UNinGhana

